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MY LORDS, 

This little Tract, the 
production of the leisure hours^ 
afforded to the author in the 
last twelve months, I beg to 
lay at the feet of your Lordr 
ships, not only as the best 
means of rendering my work 
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as useful as its merits will ad- 
mit, but as adaty I owe to the 
Apostolical Order, set over that 
branch of the Christian Church, 
to which I belong. 

The subject^ my Lords, is 
highly important to the Na- 
tional Church,^ perhaps I might 
add, to the whole Christian 
world ; for a due discharge of 
the pastoral office on so con- 
siderable a portion of the pure 
Church, as that by God's good 
providence preserved within 
the British dominion, must be 
of great importance to the ge- 
neral cause of Christianity. 

My opinion of the work^ 

allow 
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f/ allow me to say, is ratlier fa* 
vourable ; indeed if it had been 
otherwise I should not have 
presumed to solicit the coun- 
tenance of your Lordships, nor 
could I have entertained a hope 
of its being received by my 
brethren. But, my Lords^ 
when I say my opinion is fa- 
vourable, I do not feel any li- 
terary pride ; the work is not 
of that description which re- 
quires genius, or any uncom- 
mon extent of learning ; it is 
merely a few hints from an 
elderly ecclesiastic for the use 
of the younger clergy. 
I do think however, my 

A 3 Lords, 
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Lords, that these hints form a f 

manual of pastoral advice, [; 

which, to the younger part of 
the ministry, may be of great • 

use. Many a young man is no 
sooner ordained to the minis- 
terial office; than he is placed 
in a situation far distant from 
those vrho are able and willing 
to give him good counsel ; 
v^here he is surrounded with 
all the alluring temptations of 
the world, at an age when he 
still requires a friendly moni- 
tor. 

To a young man under these 

circumstances, my book may 
be of infinite service ; it may 

supply 
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supply the place of a Mentor ; 
it may excite him to pay atten- 
tion to the duties of his sacred 
calling; " to flee youthful 
lusts," and " to shew himself 
a workman approved unto God 
that needeth not be ashamed ;" 
it may preserve him from neg- 
ligence and folly in this world, 
and their dreadful consequences 
in the world to come. 

Such as my book is, I lay it 
before your Lordships and my 
brethren ; should you, my 
Lords, see fit to approve, and 
they to read it, . i^bouid the 
work attain such a circulation 
as to give a ground of hope 

that 
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that I may in any reasonable 
degree be instrumental in ani- 
mating the younger clergy of 
the Church of England to an 
active aad faithful discharge of 
their ministerial functions, great 
will be my reward. But, my 
Lords, if only one copy of my 
little Tract shall leave the 
bookseller's shop, and that one 
copy shall in any measure be 
the happy means of rendering 
one unwary brother, instead of a 
spare to weak Christians, a use- 
ful servant of his Divine Mas- 
ter, I shall deem my labour, 
and the expence of the whole 
edition amply repaid. 

And 






And now, my Lords, I will- 
detain you no longer than to 
beg, that whatever may be 
your opinions, whatever may 
be the success of my work, you 
will ofier up your prayers to 
the throne of Heaven for ac- 
ceptance of my endeavours, 
however unworthy, in the ser* 
vice of God : — and to assure 
your Lordships, that awake to 
the arduousness of the situation 
in which you are placed, feel- 
ing that it may require all the 
great talents your Lordships 
possess, and all the divine in- 
fluence we may expect will be 
shed upon the highest order in 
Christ's Church, under circum- 
stances. 



stances, with which from the 
present aspect of ecclesiastical 
afiairs, you may have yet to 
contend ; deeply impressed, my 
Lords, with these considera* 
tions, that the Almighty may 
shower down upon your Lord- 
ships such abundance of his 
grace as will support you in 
every danger, and carry you 
through every trial, is the 
daily prayer of, 

My Lords, 
Your Graces, 
And your Lordships 
Most dutiful and respectful 
Servant, 

THE AUTHOR. 

4(A Sept. 1815. 
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INTRODUCTION^ 



IN^oT only in a religious, but in 
a political point of iriew the well- 
being of a state depends greatly 
upon the due discharge of the sa- 
cerdotal office. If the priest be 
inattentive to bis duty, the religion 
of the people will grow cool or 
corrupt^ their moral conduct wilt 
become depraved, and the civil, as 
well as the ecclesiastical polity, 
will be in danger. ^* The priest,'* 
isays Hooker, *' is a pillar of that 

B Common. 
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CoinmoQwealtb^ wherein he faith* 
folly serveth God.** 

Political writers therefore we 
find frequently urging the necessity 
of providing for an ecclesiastical 
establishment in every well ordered 
government, and of enacting laws 
to insure the proper performance 
of ecclesiastical duty, ' 

In this kingdom provision if^ 
made, both for inforcing, and re^ 
warding, the exertions of the* 
clergy; and at different times 
those set apart for the sacred of- 
fice have been roused to a consi- 
deration of the responsible situation 
in whioh they are placed, by 
writers of their own body ; some 
of the superior rank in the hier- 
archy have published their direc* 

tions 
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dons and admonitions to the lower 
orders, and several of inferior de- 
gree have urged their brethren, 

upon considerations of the highest 
importance, to discharge their 
trust with fidelity. 

Never was the attention of the 
clergy to every part of their duty, 
publick and private, more requi- 
site than at the present time. £du« 
cation is become so general 
amongst every class of the people 
in this nation, and the taste for 
pulpit composition in the middle 
ranks, so much more refined than 
it formerly was, that there are few 
congregations in which a very un* 
skilful mode of reading the ser* 
vices of the Church, or a want of 
tolerable correctness in the lan- 

B 2 guage 
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]g4afage and arrangement of a set* 
mou^ would pass unobserved : And 
the spirit ^xi£ proselytism - rages 
to such ;a degree amongst some 
bodies of dissenters, and those^ 
the wildest and most danger- 
ouSy that the constant unremit* 
ted private 4abour of the pastor, 
16 not more than sufficient to pre- 
vent ^even the well-inclined part of 
Ihs flock being seduced from the 
doctrine and discipline ^of "the 
ChunJh. 

These considerations induced 
me -tO' employ a few leisure hours, 
in throwing together the follow* 
ing hints upon>the discharge of the 
pastoral office. I was convinced 
the employment would be of ad- 
vanta^ to n^self, that it would 

give 



give me clearer and more correct^ 
ideas of my duty, and 1 likewise 
bad some hope^ the memoranda X 
should coUecl for my own use, 
might be of service, at least to- 
the younger part of. my, bre^ 

tbrea^ 

I waa not ignorant, nor was !t 
unmindful, that many excellent 
works had been written upon the 
subject; I had not forgotten my 
piro obligation to those of a Burr 
net, a Patrick, a Hort, and 
^ Seeker ; and to several more mo<^ 
dern charges and treatises upoi^ 
the sacred office. But considerf 
ing^. that it was long .^ince any 
QoUective fabdy of pastoral ^.dvice 
had appeared in print, andth^ 
some change in the ecclesiasticajl 

:a 3 circunif*- 



iirctunBtancAs of the kingdom bad 
faken place, I conceived I might 
be able to give a few hints on 
parochial matters, which were not 
to be found in fonner works of the 
same description ; at all events^ I 
trusted a new publication would 
awaken attention to a subject of 
the highest importance to cmr 
Church and nation. 

I intend to comprise my bints in 
two chapters, one on the publiek, 
the other on the private labours ct 
the parochial clergy. Proposing 
to touch but liglilly on the manners 
and habits of the parish >priest, I 
CbaU not appropriate a chapter to 
these beads, but shaU give a little 
general advice upon the subject in 
this place. 

The 



The clergy are & distinct htnij 
of men, set apart for the service 
of the Charch; it is therefore 
highly proper that they should be 
distiDgaished by some outward 
inark. The external garb of the 
f)riest, not only induces the re<- 
spectof the people towards hi oo, 
but it assists in awakening his owa 
attention to the sacred commission 
he bears. The Almigbtf himself 
appointed particular Imbits for the 
priests of the Jewish, and a simi- 
lar custom ha^. been adopted by 
the Christian Church. Let then 
icvery one who has taken upon 
him the priestly office, conform 
in this as well as in every other 
matter, to the i^les and ordi- 
nances of the Church. Let him 

B 4 put 



put on grare and decent appafe!. 
The stile must be regulated by tbo 
situation in which he 13 placed ; 
bdt whatever mode of dress may 
be suitable to his cure, it should 
be of such a description, as will 
not offend the eyes of those who 
ought to have the greatest respeoi 
for their minister. 

That the clergy are men, and that 
some relaxation from-tabour is ne^ 
c^ssaly to them, as well as to the reH 
ofniankindy no one will deny ; and 
•whatever interest^ or pleasure, a 
parish priest may take in the funo> 
tions of bis office, still there must 
be times and seasons for withdraw** 
ing himself from his comipon oe* 
cupation. The bow will not bear 
to be always bent : sacred study 

may 



may be his greatest amusement, 
and parochial Visits may aflford 
him sufficient bodily exercise, but 
some employment foreign to his 
general business, will be requirite 
to induce a different train ^f 
ideas, and, by relaxing his mind 
for a time, make it vigorous and 
actire on the return to its usual 
occupations. 

Amusement then is certainly al- 
lowable to the clergy ; of course 
strictly innocent in the most ex- 
tended sense of the term : and it 
should not only be innocent, but 
characteristic. — Of what particu- 
lar amusements the relaxations oft 
a clergyman should consist, I will ! 
not here inquire; all I wish to • 
say upon the subject is, that they . 
^ ■ ^ b5 should^ 



10 

should be of a description, which 
will neither lessen him in the eyes 
of his flock, nor occupy that ticne 
and thought which ought to be 
appropriated to more serious and 
momentous concerns. 

And these aipusements, inno- 
cent, and clerical, and allowable 
as they may be in their nature, it 
will be understood, from what I 
have said, are to be recreations 
only : they must be taken with 
moderation, and not pursued with 
a degree pf ardor, which will en- 
danger %m becoming attached to 
them ; or even make them appear 
in the eyes of 9¥tt parishioners^ to 
be the business of^wt li¥ee(^^^' 

I have> so long as my attention 
has beeu turned to the subject, 

considered 
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considered an intermixture of the 
clergy amongst every rank of so* 
ciety, ^f the greatest advantage 
to the religion and morals of the 
nation. The bishops associate 
With the peers, the subordinate 
clergy are in the habit of familiar 
intercourse with the middle ranksy 
and the parochial minis ters^through 
the constant communication it is 
in their power to keep up with 
their parishioners, may always have 
an influence over the manners^ 
and morals of the lower order. 

An intermixture of the clergy with 
the laity I am persuaded is of the 
greatest consequence to the well 
ordering of society. Their pre- 
sence, like that of females, gives 
a cast of propriety to social meet- 

B 6 ings ; 
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ings ; and though, they may somt^ 
times be constrained to witness an 
over-stepping the bounds of strict 
temperance, or decorum, yet they 
will in general perceive that re- 
spect paid to their order, which de- 
clares, what would be the conse- 
quence, if they were secluded by 
custom or inclination from the 
familiar intercourse, that now 
takes place between theqpiselvea 
and the laity. 

Far from necessary therefore is 
it for the parish priest to decline 
that social communication with 
bis neighbours, which may be of 
reciprocal advantage. Society 
will relax and unbend his mind 
after .study and the labours of his 
o$ce«*— He mayi at the tables of 

his 
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bis lay neighbours, gain infonna* 
tioo in many branches of useful 
knowledge, and an insight into 
men and manners. And he tiiay 
be an instrument, perhaps an un- 
conscious instrument, of keeping 
mirth within the bounds of de- 
cency and decorum. But to do 
this he must be cautious in the se- 
lection of his companions ; if he 
shews a partiality to> and keeps up 
an intimacy with men of known 
profligate habits; if he is con- 
tinually joining their parties, and 
instead of restraining, approves 
their intemperance and ribaldry^ 
he is so far from being of service, 
that he is of the greatest detri- 
ment to the cause of morality and 

religion^ he makes the Christian 

ministry 
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oninistry gire a sanction to those 
deeds, which the Christian religion 
declares will exclude all who prac* 
tise them from any benefit in the 
atonement of Christ ; he disgusts 
the sober part of his parish, renders 
his ministerial labours ineffectual, 
•and perhaps drives some of his 
flock from the bosom of the 
Church. 

. It is not the part of the Christian 
minister, witli pharisaical pride to 
refuse all communication with 
every one he may think not poo* 
sessed of that genuine piety be 
could wish ; to say, as ic were, 
:" Stand by, for I am holier than 
"thou ;" but he should carefully 
avoid a familiar intercourse with 
men^ whose habits and .manners 

render 
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o-ender them, in the eye of the 
worldy unfit companions for those 
who have dedicated themselves 

to the service of the Christian 
Church, 

This will not bring the society * 
of the parochial minister within too 
narrow a compass. Not a neigh- 
bourhood, I believe, is to be 
found which will not afford a 
sufficient number of proper asso* 
ciates for the clergy, and where 
the tables of the higher ranks gf 
the laity are not open to every 
rank of ecclesiastics, whose con- 
duct deserves the notice of the 
wise and good. Let me then urge 
my younger brethren, for the sake 
qf the Christian Church, for the 
.sake of (he flocks particularly com- 
mitted 



is 

mitted to their charge, for the 
nake of their own eternal wel- 
fare to be cautious into what so- 
ciety they enter when they are 
just setting out in life. They 
may, and they will, if they con- 
duct themselves properly, gain ad- 
mittance into that society which is 
suited to their character, which 
wUl make them respected by their 
parishioners, and useful in their pro- 
fession. If they form habits of in- 
timacy with the intemperate and 
dissolute, they will exclude them- 
selves from the friendship of the 
thinking and religious part of 
the neighbourhood ; and instead 
of rendering their hours of relaxa- 
tion subservient to the cause of 
religion and virtue, they will by 

the 
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the sanction of their presence, lead 
their companions farther into sia 
and miser'% and have a dreadful 
account to settle i^hen their 
stewardship is inspected by that 
Master, whose service they have 
neglected, whose commands they 
have disobeyed, upon whose reli«» 
^on they have brought a scandal^ 
and the work of whose enemy they 
have been performing and ad^ 
vancing. 

The parochial minister should 
not only be attentive to his ei^ 
ternal deportment, to his dresa^ 
his amusements, and his society^ 
but he should be careful to form 
habits which are useful and be^ 
coming the clerical character. 

I would recommend in the first 

place 
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l^lace regularity in bis proceedings/ 
to have, as far as circumstances 
will admit, fined times and seasons 
for all his occupations, whether of 
business or relaxation. There can 
be no proper husbandry of that; 
most precious of the talents in- 
trusted to man, time, without rule 
and order. I hare somewhere 
met with the following aphorism 
g( the thrifty in worldly affairs, 
'* Take care of the pence, the 
pounds will take care of them- 
selves;" intimating that large ex* 
penditures will not be unnoticed, 
whilst smaller sums, without care 
and attention, will pass away un* 
observed. May we not parody 
this maxim very usefully on the 
present subject and say, Take care 

of 
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ef the mmutesy the days will tak« 
care of themselves. Indolent in* 
deed must be that man who caa 
suffer even one day to pass with^ 
aut an allotted employment ; but 
many there are I believe whose 
time is generally and perhaps ose^ 
AiUy engaged, that allow small 
fkortions of tlie day to glide afsay 
ttooccupiedy which might be pro* 
fitably and pleasantly employed. 
Have times and seasons, not only 
for study, but for the different de<» 
scriptions of study; there are 
some hours when the mind is 
more alert and better fitted for 
close application, and others more 
adapted to lighter reading; and 
always have a book at hand to fill 
tip the straggling minutes. Much 

informatioa 
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information may be gained in the 
course of the year from books, 
which a parochial minister cannot 
afford to make a part of his HudUsf 
and at times which would others 
wise be lost to- every good pur^ 
poM. 

There is^ a habit T strongly re^ 
fommend my younger brethren ta^ 
attain early in life ; that ii^ the ha» 
bit of solitude ; to be able, cooh 
fortably tO' pas9« series of days 
without society. It will be under^ 
stood; firom what I have before 
said, that I by no means: advise a 
seclusion from t^e- world; far 
otherwise ;. alM recommend to a 
young divine, is that be should 
so interest himself in his home em? 
ploymentS; that he shall feel no va^ 

cuity 
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fixity when, attimes^they form his 
^nly engagemeDts. The contrary 
habit tends to dissipate all serious 
thought If wheo'tbe mind grows 
a little weary, relief is immediately 
to be sought in company, 4ind not 
in a change of home occupations^ 
the inclination to those occupa* 
tions will gradually diminish, and 
the labour as well as the study of 
the^ parochial minister, will dwindle 
down to the -lowest possible pro-, 
portion. This habit likewise leads 
to the most fatal consequences. 
The situation -of most young 4]ien 
renders it highly improbable they 
can constantly find proper society ; 
if therefore, society is deemed in- 
dispejAsabie, whither can such men 
gQ^ but where the dereliction of 

their 



tbeir dutj must hurry themselires/ 
ahd their sanction and example 
hurry their companions, into cer« 
tain destruction. Let me advise 
the young ecclesiastic, to encou- 
rage if he has, and endeavour to 
attain if he has not, a propensity 
to reading ; by habit he will ao- 
quire a fondness for his books, and 
this habit will preserve him from 
iSbt danger i have just pointed out^ 
and it will be a source of profit 
and pleasure to him during his 
whole life. 

The last hint I shall give to my 
younger brethren upon the sub- 
ject of habit^ but by no means the 
least important, is, to adopt the 
practice of self-examination. It 

was 
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was the advice of Pythagoras t^ 
bis pupils : 

Never to suffer their eyes to sleep 
nor their eyelids to slumber, be- 
fore they had thrice reflected upoo 
the actions of the past day. 

Self-examination is a wholesome 
and useful exercise to every one« 
But to those who have dedicated 
themselves to the service of the 
Church, it is a highly important^ if 
not a necessary duty, frequently to 
take a review of their co^iduct; ^4o 
call their Ways to ren^embmnce." 

Con^ 



' Consideration is the grand de- 
sideratum in the conduct of hu« 
man life^ and it ever has been. 
*^^* O that they were wise/* says 
the Almighty of the children of 
Israel, through his servant Moises, 
** O that they were wise, that they 
understood this, that they would 
consider their latter end." Few 
are ignorant of what they ought to 
do; but many are inattentive. 
Day after day closes upon great 
riumbei^i without oiti^ gleam of 
thought 'breaking in upon their 
minds, whether its occupation has 
been useful, or unprofitable, or 
hurtful; whether their lime has 
been employed to ;tfae glory of 
God, and the good of their id* 
low <jreature8^ or has been wasted 

in 
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in idle or sinful dissipation; or 
what account they sliall be ^le to 
gii^.6fits transactions at the great 
and general audit 

Whoever rigidly adheres to the 
practice of self-examination, will 
not; I think, deviate far from the 
way wherein he should walk. Cour 
science by this means kept always 
awake, and at her post, whenever in- 
dolence or the indulgence of per- 
sonal gratification is tempting him 
to waste, or misapply, a day wliich 
should be devoted to us^efnl employ- 
ment, conscience will whisper an ad- 

• 

monition in his ear; but should this 
prove ineffectual, when the interr 
nal monitor is placed in the seat 
of authority, and is called, at 
the close of the day to give judg- 

c ment 
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tUen6* ttpM it^ transaction^, then 
htt v6ice n^i// be Heard ; and the 
tM^ltisationil^^ attendant upon heir did^ 
approbation, will be too tineasy to 
Indctee a rej^etition of that con- 
duct, ^faidb oeeaBk>fied them; 

I db therefore eahicitty recctm 
HHMnrd the cusfdm of the Heatheffi 
ittoralist; to the Christian pastdt. 
Let him, efe he cfomposes himself 
(& f e^t' a( nighf, or before he goes 
ibrt^ ftortk bfs chamber in tht 
tdoriiirig; recall the a(*tians of the 
j^ast: ddy ; try them by the rule (tf 
his duty^ and pais^ an impartial 
judgmetit upon th^m.-^*^ PassioA 
iitiH ccastf/' slBiys Seneca j ** or bc?- 
eotne cool, when it knotrsi it ia 
livery day ta be called taacctiant** 
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OP tita 
PUBLIC DUTIES 

PAROaOAL CLERGY. 



«^^^N#^^«^ 



THnu cofi^st in reftdnig tfte ser- 
vide of the ChurcfcH-preaching-i- 

' imd catecfbising the children. 

' In reading the service of the 
Churchy too much attention can- 
not be paid by the parochial minis- 
ter. The people are in general 
disposed to^ make light of the 
icayers ;' and to consider the ad- 

c 2 vantage 
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Tftntage they are to receive from 
public worship, is to be derived 
chiefly from the sermon. This 
'idea is mucht: strengtbeaed when 
the liturgy is read in a careless 
^r unskilful manner ; and no idea 
can be more erroneous. 

It is most proper, indeed it is 
necessary, that the Christian pastor, 
set to watch for the souls of a 
parish, should explain the word of 
.God to his flock^ and •enforce up« 

on them the precepts of Scripture. 
But far, very /ar is the discourse of 
the preacher from superseding, or 
ranking higher than, the service of 
the Church. The order of Prayer 
prescribed by the Church of Eng- 
land, is ilself a (body of idtvinity« 
Init^ ail thedoctrinesi all the lead- 
ing 



nig principles, atid all the precepts 
of our religioa are summed up. 
The attentive hearer may iu that 
learn his duty, and perform every 
part of public devotion. 
* Highly mistaken then are those, 
who rest their chief dependence, 
and pay the greatest or the only at* 
tention to the sermon. And this 
mistaken notion takes away from 
those who adopt it, a safeguard 
provided by our Church, and ex* 
poses them to great danger, espe- 
cially in these days, when the 
Christian world is so split and di- 
vided. The bearer, who attends 
properly to the liturgy, will be 
guarded by a store of sound doc- 
trine, of primitive Christian princi- 
ples ; and should the sermon not 
-• . c 3 be 
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be in umson with the prayers^ be 
Mrill be able to correct the sallies 
of the preacher, and preserve him- 
self from doubt or error ; whilst he 
who pays littleor do attention tothe 
service of the Church) will be tossed 
about by levery wind of ^ctrine. 

Let me then advise my younger 
brethren, to be particularly careful 
ifi tfae performance of ^is branch 
of their duty. Various endows 
ments are requisite to fbm a good 
and a {>leasing speaker ; such as 
strength in 4he voice, corredness 
in ^he ear, and aielodiousoess in 
the tone .; and these endowments 
are hot bestowed upon all men : 
all men therefore cannot read^ and 
spaaic, equdlly well. But where 
these gifts^ of aiature are denied, 

much 
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m^acb may be doneb-y Cfu^ftiklfit- 
tentipn. Leit tbe read^ under- 

^ stand what lie is speaking, i^nd b« 
attentive to what he ip doin& 
and however harsh may :b§ hin 
tone, and inbarnaonious bU voice; 
tbe service will not fail to have a, 
good effect upon his congregation. 
The mofi^t material defects I hav^ 
observed in reading the prayers of 

^the Churchy have been a failure ia 
the reader^ of comprehending the 
service, and of attending to the 
solemn duty he was ^performing*. 
Wherever I could perceive that 
the minister understood what he 
was reading, and had his mind ioi-, 
pressed with the subject, there the 
excellent Liturgy of pur Church 
appeared to have a good. effect^ 

c 4 but 
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but with every assistance nature 
could afford, when the speaker, 
from his stops and emphases, dis« 
covered that he comprehended little 
of what came from his lips, and 
was unfeeling to every part of the 
dervjce, there I have noticed all to 
be cold and lifeless : when the 
minister was unmoved, the con- 
gregation appeared to be without 
devotion. 

" I do assure you,'* says Arch- 
bishop Hort, ^* there is no little 
skill required to read the public 
prayers as they ought to be read.** 
Whatever skill may be required in 
reading the service of the Church, 
I am persuaded is within the abi- 
lity of niost men. I must repeat, 
that if the reader is thoroughly ac- 
quainted 
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quainted with the sense and drift 
of what he is reading, and his mind 
is impressed with the solemn duty 
he is performing, though he. may 
speak ungracefully, he will not 
dpeak inefTectually. 

If, when the minister is leading 
the congregation in the General 
Confession, his thoughts are 
turned to the weakness of human 
nature, the imperfection of man's 
best endeavours, and that through 
the merits and intercession of the 
Redeemer, upon confession of past 
sins, and resolution of amendment, 
we can alone hope for pardon and 
• forgiveness ; if he has these im- 
pressions upon his own mind, and 
a right apprehension of the ex- 
cellent language in which these 
-•• • c 5 s^nti* 
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MQtitnents are conveyed, be can- 
not fail of bringing the mind of an 
4ittentive bearer, to tbat humble 
^and penitent frame suited to this 
part of our public devotion. 

If the priest feels the high and 

isolemn office M^ith which he is in- 

'Tested, the goodness of God in 

granting pardon to repentant sin- 

4ier8, and the gracious promise oi 

idivine assistance to enable us to 

fperform our part of the Christiaa 

Covenant, be will, I think, 8:peak 

ithe Absolution with a dignity be- 

comity bis sacred embassy, tem- 

Ipered however with a humility 

befitting «the frail condition oC an 

•forthfy messenger even of theAl- 

.fif^gb^ Himself 

Tihe 4i&retft ffoMaoM ofJSiqrip* 

tore 
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ture in the PsalmSi the Lessotifi^ 
find the Epistles and Gospels, wiU 
be read with propriety, apd wiU 
ikei^p up the attention of the con- 
gregation, if the reader will tak$ 
the pains to make hiooself well ac- 
jquainted with tbe design and lau- 
£fi9L^ of the sacred writers. If hp 
4ully .cpmprehi^nds, and feels hi^- 
jiel^ the .prophetic effu^iqns .aptl 
il^ious r^qlutiood of :the royal 
PiWlwisti itlie clwourses of o»r 
ibileiu^d IxH^il, ) tbe interesting nar- 
j^ativfi^ of tjbjB 'Evangelists, ;and the 
.^rcible ^^i^upftenUttwie reaspQiog 
tpfStPwl and the pth^r ipspirc^ 
.jpAPHQjen -of the JBpistle?, ;»f he ,wiU 
i^ftoti^tjuidy thft^e^ writings as: to junder- 
(jftt^pd, .afijl be attentive wheochp 
.r^Mis.thcNQ^ iti3Apt.tbe w^ot af 

c6 ' strength 
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strength or melody in the voice 
that will prevent their effect upon 
the hearers. 

Let the same attention be given 
to the Collects and Prayers, and 
the effect will be the same. 

The Litany 1 am persuaded 
must make an impression upon a 
congregation, when the minister 
himself is impressed with the ex- 
cellent and forcible language of 
the petitions. When his own mind 
feels the necessity of begging our 
Lord and Saviour, ^^ not to remem- 
ber our offences, nor to take ven- 
V geance of our sins," ^^ but to spare 
'those whom he has redeemed with 
-His most precious blood,'' his lips 
' will noi otter the supplication in a 
careless -or ineffectual manner. 
./3 ^ . Nor 
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Nor will the solemn and energetic 
petition which concludes the de* ' 
precatory portion of the Litany, 
fail to be impressive upon the 
people^ when the priest himself is 
sensible, bow much he stands in 
need of divine aid under all the 
circumstances and in all the sta^^es 
of his mortal career, in pros- 
perity as well as adversity, and 
particularly that he will require 
the support and deliverance of 
his Lord and Saviour, ^* in the 
hour of death, and in the day of 
judgment" 

• The beautiful and comprehen- 
sive form of General Thanks- 
giving, cannot surely be spoken - 
with impropriety by any minis- 
ter> who thoroughly understands, 

and 
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aud feels the language and sen^ 
tinients of that admirable com- 
position. 

Let me then once more press 
upon the younger clergy, the ad- 
vantage, indeed the necessity, of 
reading the service of the Church 
with the greatest attention and de- 
votion. The young divine who is 
endowed by nature with talents 
for speaking, must not -suppose 
Jus own exertions are unnecessary;; 
And those on whom these gifts are 
jaot bestowed with so liberal ^ 
hand, must use care and. diligence 
to improve the few talents^ with 
which they are intrusted. A pa- 
rochial minister therefore should 
consider, that under whichever of 
the above . descriptioos be n^ 

rank> 
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rank, study and attention i^ 
equally requisite. The want of 
these will not be compensated by 
a good voice, and a melodious 
tone ; and by study and attention, 
a \tss pleasing delivery may be 
made effectual to the most bene* 
£cial purposes. Let the minister 
fully comprehend the language and 
sentiments of the service of oar 
Oiurch, and bje intent upon the 
.solemn office he is performing, and 
.whatever may be his natural talent^ 
for speaking, he will, I am pcrsua- 
dedy read with that correctness in 
.stop .and emphasis, that distinct 
and deliberate, yet not tedious de- 
Jiveny, and. that proper tone from 
A creature to the Creator, which 
will ^ommanicate to. bis congregar 

tion 



40 

tion a becoming frame and dispo- 
sition of mind. 

The next branch of the paro- 
chial minister's duty is preaching, 
and if properly performed, it is a 
most useful part of his public la- 
bours. In his discourses from the 
pulpit, the servant of Christ is to 
explain the doctrines, and enforce 
the precepts of his divine Master. 
The different seasons appointed by 
the Church, for commemorating 
the different remarkable events in 
the life of our blessed Lord, afford 
him opportunity of calling the at- 
tention of his congregation to the 
leading doctrines of our religion. 

The four weeks set apart for 
considering the advent of the 
Redeemer, he may well emptoy in 

the 
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the manner pointed out by the 
Church ; in, preparing- the minds 
of his flock, to make a proper use 
of the approaching celebration of 
Ihe^r^^ coming of Christ, by turn- 
ing their reflections to His second 
coming to judge the world. 

Following the order of the Col- 
lects he may begin with urging 
them to pray for the grace of God, 
and to use their own exertions, 
** that they may cast away the 
works of darkness and put upon 
them the armour of light," in full 
assurance that their Redeemer will 
sit in judgment upon them; that 
the same Jesus, who with un- 
bounded humility came down from 
Heaven, to visit and bring salva- 
tion to mankind, will in the last 

day. 
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day^ oome again ia power and 
great ;glory, to reward every one 
according to ins deeds ; that tbey 
who have worked the works of 
darkness here, ^'i\\ have their por- 
tion with the devii aad his angels 
hereafter ; biit all who have walk«^, 
ed w children of light, will ^' rise 
to the life ioimortal/' 

He may on the next Suodajr 
direct the attention of his congr^* 
gation to the Holy Scri|)tvres ; 
not to the mere perusal of U>eiB, 
but shewing the necestsity of ap<- 
plying the mind, ** to mark and ia^ 
wardLy digest tbem/Vbe may ini* 
press upon his flock that by patient 
application they will receive such 
inward comforts from God's Holy 
Word; as will lead them on from 

strength 
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rtfeqgth toBtrength, and give them 
the best hope of man^ the blessed 
hope of everlastiDg life. 

On the third Sunday in Advent; 
tbe Church arwakens the attention 
of her members to the duty, and 
the proposed ^ffect^, of the Chris- 
tiaa ministry. The pastor imay on 
this day explain the stature of the 
miaisterial 'OfilcQy and urge fupon 
hisiflock the necessity of iheir co- 
o|»evatioQ in the highly important 
work .to winch Me is called ; that 
the minister^nd steward of -Ciu^is^ 
may ^open to the people the gi^eat 
mystery of ^odUcess ; he may pre- 
pare and mfike ready the way^ 
but unless they will add to this pre«- 
paration, ' and to the assistance 
God gives them through the Holy 

Spirit, 
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Spirit, their earnest endeavours to 
keep their disobedient hearts in the 
way of God's laws> and in the 
work of his commandments, when 
He who liveth and reigneth with^ 
the Father and the Holy Ghost 
shall appear at the end of the 
world, they will not be found ac- 
ceptable in his sight 

Still looking to the same object, 
the impressing upon - Christians 
the design and end of Christ's com- 
ing into the world, namely, to cause 
mankind to be holy here, that they 
may be happy hereafter, the mini- 
nister may, like the Church, con* 
elude, Advent with instructing his 
parishioners from the pulpit, to 
beg the help of God in working out 
that salvation, the merits and suf- 

ferings 
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feriogs of tbe Redeeoier have pro* 
cured for them ; tba4: through Hit 
Jbelp they may ^o run as to obtain 
the prize, an inheritance ia 
Chri&t's kingdoai in heaven. He 
may expimi to his flock, that they 
can do nothing of themselves, but 
they can do^ every thing through 
Cfaffist who strengthens them. They 
must, and will, be sore let and 
iHodered by the spiritual enemy in 
their mortal career, but greater is 
He that is for, than he that is 
against -thiem ; and that if they use 
earnest prayer, and their own en^ 
deavours^ the bountiful grace and 
mercy of God will make them coDr 
querors, through^he satisfaction of 
Jesus Christ, the Son of God, and 
i>ur JUord and Saviour. 

The 
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The Mfivity of tba R^de^mcnr, 
i»4tb all the ciFcamsiances atnt ef- 
fects attending It, wUl ftimish aiaift- 
ter f(yr discourses dutingthe' season 
ofCHftlsTYiSA^. Not only may the 
ftcconnts given by the Evangelists^ 
<if the birth of JesM^ eoR>paFed 
with the predidtions^ of the pro* 
pbets^ he brou^t forward ta pMve 
that our Blessed ^jotA waii the 
promised Delifverer^ but the joyu 
i^tresuits of rlhese ^id tidings 
may be efldarged upon : that man 
dead in trespasseis and sina^ ro^ 
€iA9td i» the bit tb of his Saviow* 
a^new bivth to life and inunortatity, 
litgenerate, and bovt^ again, by 
admisBion inlathe Christian* cote^ 
inant^ he became the child of God 
by adoption; and^ attended con*- 

tinually 
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tlnaally 5y the Holy Spitil, he 
may thratM^ faith and obedience 
attetn eternal happfiness. 

At ihe Ei^np'HAN^T the minkttr 
ifkiay shew to bis flbck, how full tho 
Sun of Rfg6feo(isaes» has risen up^ 
0ft thaiti ; how th^ light of theglori^ 
etts Oospet of Christ has shone 
tOttn<¥ them froctr their cradle, and 
therefore H 15 tneumbent upon 
^m^ t6 waik as ehildren of light 

The tfealBOOr of Letmt marks it^ 
Self OS the proper time to enforce 
the dacfrme of repentance ; to de<^ 
dare the mercy of God to the 
truly repentant sinner, and the 
vengeance threatened in the Scrips 
ture to the hardened and tmpeni-^^ 
tent* 

Gxxmr Rtwx^y, "a day to be 

much 
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mtiQh observed/' when the Son of 
God, giving up the ghost on the 
cross, ** finished " the redemption 
of ^^aa^ will naturally suggest to 
the mind of the pastor, suitable 
meditations to be recommended to 
bis flock. Let me however bint 
to4he young parochial minister, 
that in these times, it will be.ex^ 
pedient to press strongly- on his 
people, the necessity of. Christ's 
atoning . sacrifice to man's sal- 
vation; that all bad through 
Adam's transgression . become chil-? 
dren of wrath, and must have 
pesished without the gracious 
intervention of a divine Re* 
deemer« 

The events which occurred to 
the Redeemer of fallen man from 

his 
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his expiring upon the cross till he 
was seen to go up into heaven, with 
the wonderful circumstances at*> 
tending them, afford ample matter 
for discourses through the season 
of Eastek. The death, resur- 
rection, and ascension of our 
Lord are Christian doctrines, ne- 
cessary to be explained, and en- 
larged upon, to a Christian con- 
gregation ; and the conversations 
of our blessed Saviour with his 
apostles and disciples, toward the 
close of his ministry, are so inter- 
esting that the well-furnished pas- 
tor can be at no loss for instruc- 
tion to his flock at this time. 

The remarkable, and highly im- 
portant events of the day of Pente- 
co5l^ which first witnessed the de- 

i> scent 
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soent of the Holy Ghost upon the 
Apostles, to guide Mm, by an extra^ 
ordinary inspiration into all truth, 
and to assist with his ordinary infiu^ 
ence every disciple of Christ in et?ery 
age^ will plainly point to the subject 
of the Whitsunday's discourse. 
In these days, when so many er- 
roneous notions respecting spiri- 
tual influence are abroad, the 
watchful pastor, sound in the 
faith once delivered to the saints, 
and attentive to the high charige 
committed to his trust, will deem it 
bis indispensable duty, to take this 
opportunity of laying before his 
flock explicitly, and unequivo- 
cally, what is revealed to us in the 
Scripture concerning the opera- 
tion3 of the Holy Spirit, to be ex- 
pected 
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pected at this time ; that the ex- 
traordinary aid hath ceased, and 
that we are now to look only for 
that assistance of the Blessed 
Spirit, promised and afforded to 
every Christian, and to be no 
otherwise perceived than by the 
fruits of the Spirit ; that our per- 
ception of the afflatidB: . in the 
spiritual life, is similar to that of 
the wind in the operations of na- 
ture. We kntjfw the wind blows 
because it remotes objects opposed 
to it, and purifies the ^atmosphere ; 
so we arc assured the Holy Spirit 
operates when we perceive that it 
reniaoes the works of tlie flesh, 
odultery, fornication, variance, 
wrath, and heresies ; and pro^ 
duces in the subject love, peace, 

D 2 long- 
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long-suffering, faitb, meekness and 
temperance. 

. The Sunday after Whitsunday is 
appropriated by the Church, to 
consider the doctrine of the 
Trinity. This subject may be 
thought by some too abstruse for 
a common congregation ; but 
surely as a doctrine, and a ma- 
terial doctrine, of the Christian 
Church, it is necessary to be laid 
before the people. A minister 
will not, I think, do his duty if he 
withhold from them so essential a 
branch of the Christian faith. 
Completely to unfold a mystery is 
a contradiction in terms ; to at- 
tempt to be wise beyond that 
which is written is folly ; but what- 
ever Scripture reveals to us 

should 
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ibould be declared to an assenp- 
bly of Christians ; and enough is 
revealed, to assure us that there 
is one God, and, in the Godhead 
are three Persons. We have 
ample testimony in Holy Writ, 
of the existence, and the dis- 
tinction in person, of the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Ghost ; of 
their equality in omnipotence, 
omniscience, and other divine at* 
tributes; and of the exertion of 
the diflFerent persons in the God- 
bead, for different benefits to man. 
All this may, I think, be so laid 
before a congregation of ordinarily 
endowed Christians, as to give 
them as much real information 
upon the subject as perhaps their 
more enlightened brethren pos- 

d3 sess; 
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$es6; and may be bo practically 
Buouned up, as to impress their 
minds with the duty of giving 
thanks to God the Father, for 
His goodness in creating them; tp 
God the Son, for Hb mercy in re* 
deeming them; and to God the Holy 
Ghoj»l; for Uis kindly influence tp 
.sanctify and enable them lo work 
out their jsalvation — te xiiausetiiem 
to join with heart as well :as yoicp 
in prayii^ that the Ualy, Bieased 
and Giiorious Txinity, jthxde Per- 
sons and xmB Gxxd« 'wouM Jxavie 
merc^ uponiJbjem misenable^nner^- 
With Trinity .Sunday^ the 
Churdi in the Collects, JE^pitftlfis 
and Gospels closes !her doctrinal 
instruction.; and iirpm thence .to 
the return xi'^dveati a^ppcoprlates 

them 
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them to practical Christianity. 
The parochial minister cannot 
perhaps follow a better rule. 
paying in the former part of the 
year fuUy instructed his ^ock in 
the doctrines, let him in the latter 
part, enforce upoxi them the duties 
bf the Gospel. 

3ome years ago an outcry was 
jraised against the great body of 
the clerey for preaching too much 
on the subject of jMorais, and neg- 
lecting the leading doctrines of the 
Gosipel. The ogtcry I fear was 
raised with no good intention, and 
the charge I ain persuaded was, in 
general, withput ^foundation. I 
believe however,. sober churchmen 
were at that time so disgusted with 
the sermops of some preacher^!, 

p 4 who 
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who were unceasingly bringing for- 
ward certain doctrines for the sake 
of perverting them^ that there were 
parochial ministers who, through 
fear of running into this, were 
verging toward the opposite ex« 
treme : in avoiding the whirlpool 
they approached perhaps rather 
too near the rock ; they allotted 
more than the just proportion of 
their discourses to the preceptive 
part of Christianity. But the mo- 
rals insinuated in the accusatioui 
the morality of the heathen philo- 
sopher, the rule of duty to be prac- 
tised by men without relation to 
the Almighty Jehovah, I believe 
seldom if ever formed a subject 
for the Christian preacher. It is 
the duty of the parish priest to 

discourse^ 
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discourse, and largely to discourse 
upon morality — the morals of 
the Gospel — that rule of con- 
duct to be practised by a Christian 
toward jtiis neighbour and himself, 
enjoined by our blessed Lord, and 
enforced by the assurance of fu- 
ture reward or punishment 

Let the watchful pastor by no 
means be negligent in the doC' 
trinal part of his instruction; in 
declaring to hia congregation the 
whole Christian scheme. But let 
hkn not forbear to appropriate, in 
whatever manner he sees best, a 
due portion of his discourses to 
Xhe practical part of Christianity. 
Let him impress strongly upon the 
minds of his bearers, that the re- 
dediption of man is a covenant,— 

H S 'dLprom 
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(Ous.'indeed and fnercifuLcoveDaal, 
•Arproniiseion theipart oiGoA^iun^ 
imeritedAn ^tlieainallest degrcie by 
„tf^a», : graciously and freely to give 
internal happine&sito maokiml on 
M>nditianf that they bjelieve in 
Jesus aiad rob^y i^is ^D^iDniaods, 
r«nd that bia coaiinandsr.efijoinjHis 
.4iftciples to liye in the constant 
(practke of :tl»)8(e}/7i(^a/ ruks\pK- 
cffcribedi by God underttfaeiLa^, |tnd 
tcontfirmed, t extended, and spir.itn- 
rtlized by our jS^viour uader lUb^ 

Such \is the ^geijueral iplan I .pf^- 
,€Omm^nid fon the< (discourses of thie 
4jpBar ; r namely to devote the pericxl 
,*on» Ai)^»N T io Xw N^TY Snnd jiy 

4o td«etriimlj ud iftoin .tbeace to 

the 
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the return of Advent to practical 
aubjects. 

A question then arises, how is 
the young divine to furnish himself 
with sermons ? Is he to depend in- 
tirely upoir his own compositions 
or to seek assistance from the com"- 
positions of others? — ^There is I 
believe scarcely a young man who^ 
upon his first entering into the 
Church, possesses a stock of divi*- 
nity and a facility in composition, 
sufficient tO' produce even one ser- 
mon every week of such matter, 
and in such language, as he would 
wish to deliver before a moderately 
well informed congregation, with^ 
out bestowing upon his discourses 
^at time which should be em*' 
ployed in other branches of his 

6 duty>. 
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duty, equally useful and necessary^ 
This preparation for bis public^ 
vould greatly interfere wilh the 
private labours of the parish 
priest ; be would doubtless attend 
to the particular calls of the sick 
and distressed, but be must omit 
aiucb of the constant attention 
from the pastor to bis flocki wbicb 
I deem indispensable to the pro- 
per performance of the ministerial 
office. But if it did not inter* 
fere with this part of bis duty^ 
every moment appropriated to the 
study would be employed in com* 
position, be would . be constantly 
at work upon bis stock of know- 
ledge at a time when be should be 
increasing bis store: for let a 
young man be ever so industrious 

before 



before bis ordination, be will still 
be in want of mu€b professional 
information after that period. In 
the early part of bis ministry, he 
abould allot a portion of his time 
to the study of divinity* Many pro^ 
fessional sul]g6cts there are id 
which he must proceed step by 
ftep, to which be must turn his 
thoughts as bis knowledge in* 
creases and his mind opens. All 
these necessary duties must be 
neglected if bis whole time and 
attention is occupied in preparing 
for the Sunday's discourses. 

I do therefore think it is not 
only allowable, but advisable that 
a young parochial minister, when 
he is first ordained to his cure,, 
fhottld take assistance from the 

sermons 
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iermons of others; let him raise 
his own stock by degrees, and du- 
ring that time let him procure 
good and plain discourses, and 
study them so as to enter into the 
spirit and drift of the authors: he 
will by this means not only make 
them in a great measure his own 
in the delivery, but if he selects 
with judgment^ they will be a use* 
fill study to him in compositioui 
But although I advise my young 
i5piends to seek assistance^ I by no 
jneans recommend- them to be 
tntireltf dependent upon others 
for their discourses. However 
unfavourable may be their talent 
for composition, and how much 
loever they may be occupied by 
their parochial labours^ let some 

portipa^ 
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portion of their time be:allotted to 
cpippose seroaons ; exercise in 
composition will encrease the fa- 
cility, and their compositions will 
very much assist them more effec- 
tually to perform the parochial 
part of their duty. " Reading,'* 
3ays Lord Bacop, ** maketh a fu)l 
man; conference a ready man; 
:and writipg an, exact m^n." Writ- 
ing n\akes a man exact not only in 
his languftge but in his train q( 
: thought : nothing gives $uch,cle^ 
.jand correct id^^ upon a 9ubje(;t 
as puttixjig down the.t^Qughts op 
^paper. When a pastor. ip visitiug 
,l)is,floqk is r-equired to sp^ak upop 
uny topic, . he will find great a4- 
.;^%iU9ge if that tp pic has.43een the 
wty«,gt ,Qf jk.sQrjpwp Jje , has com- 
posed. 
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posed. His mind will be better 
stored, than it otherwise would 
have been, with weighty and pro- 
per arguments, and he will have a 
greater flow of language to enforce 
them. 

Let then the parish priest, so 
soon as he enters upon his office, 
begin to compose a few sermons 
upon the leading doctrines and 
duties of Christianity. On doc- 
trinal points he may begin with 
1st The necessity and the efficacy 
of true repentance. 2ndly, The 
nature of the Christian covenant, 
shewing the extent of redemption on 
the part of God, andthe conditions 
required on the part of man. 
3dly, The obligation of comply* 

ing with the ordinances of our Sa^ 

iriour 
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viour, particularly press! Dg the 
partaking of the body and blood 
of Christ in the Sacrament of the 
Lord's Supper. 

In practical Christianity he 
" \Till perhaps find honesty and 
brotherly love, as duties to our 
neighbour, temperance and cha- 
stity as duties to ourselves, sub- 
jects of the most general utility 
in his private labours. On these 
and such topics of Christian doc- 
trine and morals, I strongly re- 
commend every young divine to 
put down his thoughts in the form 
of sermons. This will train him to 
a facility in composition, it will 
give him the habit of thinking, and 
it will furnish him with matter and 
language to discourse on points 

upon 



fippn which he iwfU fr^j^uently be 
pallccji to spealf. 

Is be Tf (j^ice;d -to af t^pd the ^ic}i 
bed of a worldly Qjijri^^j^n, ^h^ 
^nteAt to give the forip? apd cere- 
pipnies of religiojn jto .C^,d, i^^ 
4tllow^d jbis heart ao^ js^ff^oiipfi^ iff 
jhe^ngrossed by X^ fntet^e^U fii>^ 
plieasujre? of f^\» 1)1% j^^d yvhp 

^hich aJtbc^gh U|nce&tx^i;;iei^ by 
She laws of xp^n, yie;|t will incur ff, 
bwE^vy jJiew^lty frpjpa the xjghtwuf 
Judge of all .th^ ^F^ b^QCf 
Avhgyse tribfujual ^ rpAi^t oj)p 4^ 
£tand:? bis sermon upon repen- 
tance will come to his, aid : <he will 
have language and arguments tp 
declare with perspicuity the na- 
ture, and to ur^ge with force the 

i^ecessity 
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necessity, of true repent;ance ; to 
^bew that the only certain sign of 
repentance is ^uneodment, and 
Ijliat unless we do turn from our 
^vil W99S v^ #bftU nojt save omx 
jBOi^s alive. 

3bpui.d he be summoned to ^. 
xepejQ^tsinoer .sinking yjidertbi9 
¥e\gbt of his foriper ipiquitig^ 
fi^^'mg itbat his sins are too many, 
And tjop grievous tp be forg^en; 
Jbyavii;^ cpllected his .tboqght^ upo^ 
the Ata^^enl^^t of .wr Jyoxd, ^acj 
jtbrown tk^jaa i^to l^ngviage for jkhp 
jpulpil, he will he .ef|L^bl,e4 .to enter 
/^ly into the wbyectrr-to speiaJr 
comfort to :tbe woun4ed spirit-r-to 
cheer the bumble and sincere peni- 
XcrA-^to a^ure him that Chriat 
4ied to save all sinners^ who ^q 

repent 
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repent of their sins as to forsake 
them, and who so believe in Jesus 
as to follow his precepts. 

There is no duty of more high 
and positive obligation, than that 
of complying with the ordinance 
of our Saviour in attending the 
Sacrament of the Lords Supper; 
and yet it is a duty much neglected'. 
This is a subject therefore upon 
which the parish priest will have 
frequently to speak; a subject 
upon which he should always be 
ready to throw in a word when 
opportunity offers. To the sick 
he will sometimes have to explain 
the nature of the Institution, and 
the necessity of complying with it; 
to prepare them in a short time 
and under the distraction of pain 

and 
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^od weakness^ for the first obser- 
vance of that earnest request, and 
express command of their Saviour. 
Let the parochial minister reflect 
upon this^ and he will perceive 
the propriety of using every means 
to make himself master of the sub* 
ject; to have matter for a long 
conversation if required, and to be 
able to compress, if necessity de* 
mand it, all the material parts of 
his discourse into a narrow com- 
pass. 

To the healthy as well as to the 
sick a few hints upon Christian 
morals are often requisite, and may 
.often be given with advantage, in 
the walks of the village pastor. 
His practical discourses will fur- 
nish him with matter and language 

for 



for friendly adtnbnitidiis of this 
kind. Let mc then repeat, that 
whatever press of Other business 
may crowd upon the young paro- 
chial nlinister, I recommend him 
to find time early to prepare for 
the pulpit a few sermotis, on the 
doctrinal and practical subjects, 
upon which he will have such 
frequent calls to discourse in his 
private ministerial duties, 

llie intient of a dislcourse from 
the pulpit, is to explain the doc^ 
trines and enforce the duties of 
religion. Upon a siibjiect of such 
high importance, it behoves thie 
preacher to be careftil his seilnon 
is so arranged, as to i^ake his in- 
struction intelligible, and to assist 
the recollection df his hearers. 
■ : For 
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For this purpose a few divisions 
are useful, indeed necessary ; but 
numerous divisions and sub-divi* 
sions, confuse the composition, 
and perplex the auditors. No 
general rule cah be laid down ; 
some subjects require more divi- 
sions, some fewer; but care should 
hk takieh on thb one hand, to ad» 
mit ho mdre than are needful, and 
oh the Other hand to guard against 
that uhititerrupted flow, " which,'* 
as archbishop Hort observes, 
" glides litce a smooth stream over 
the soul, leaving no traces bdhitad 
if A dis'co\irse from this pulpit 
(Ciann'ot, I think, in general bt ef- 
fectual to the purpose for which it 
is intended, namely, to explain a 
portion of Scripture and draw 

practical 
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practical inferences from it whlck 
may be useful to tiie bearers in 
future life, if it consist of less tban 
three divisions. First, An Exor- 
dium or opening to shew the 
meaning and general dnft of the 
text. Secondly, The body of the 
sermon, wherein the particular 
doctrine or duty in the contem- 
plation of the preacher is to be 
explained and illustrated, and 
Lastly, the Application, to bring 
hon^e to the congregation the 
particular point he wishes to 
enforce upon their belief or 
practice. The language of a 
sermon cannot be too plain, but 
it may be too familiar ; for in our 
discourses from the pulpit the 
mode of speech should be more 

close 
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close and dignified than when we 
«pea1c, even on the same subjects^ 
at other times and in other placed 
The texture of a sermon, if I may 
8o express myself, should be^rm— 
the expressions nervous — the style 
didactic not colloquial. But whilst 
the preacher shunsjamiliaritt/f let 
him take simplicity as his guide, 
particularly in the explanatory 
part of his discourse ; and even in 
the application, which will admits 
as Bishop Burnet says, of ^^ such 
tender touches as may soften, and 
such deep gashes as may awaken 
the hearers, " " yet in this,*' as the 
same author observes, *^he should 
be clear and «hort, very weighty, 
and free from any thing that looks 
iike the affectation of wit and elo« 

,JE quence j 



qu^Dcai;. here the pretc^ier iMirt^ 
bfi all heartand SQul^ desigpipg the 
j|||Qd of his people.'' 

If a young, divine has compoied 
his. discoursei he- MfilVnot oftejEi: 
speak it. ill ; most men deliver 
their own sentiments naturally,- 
wi^i proper emphases and proper 
stopSis If he takes the cpix^position 
of apotbeo le^ him study, it- 
thorou^ly, so as to enter into tha 
vifiws. of the auth^or, the drift and 
force of his arguments^ and he will 
seldom fail tp interest .Hs congre^ 

The next duty, of the, minister 
I^sJMi^lt, mentipA i^ catechising tba 
children This ia a.mixt: doty^ 
beiog iMJth of *t p»J)lic and a^pri- 
iiatfi^ ia#tMrf». Jh^c children are^ ac 

cording 



cording to the rules of the Chmi||i| 
to be publicly catechised during 
some part of the yean It is highly 
useful both to young and old, to 
ffye at this time an explanatory 
lecture upon that excellent sum- 
mary of doctrinal and practical 
Christianity. The parochial mi« 
nister however must not satisfy 
bimself with catechising the chiU 
dren in public^ and preaching his 

- catechetical discourses ; by adding 
his private exertions, tlie advan* 
tage of his public labours will be 
^eatly increased. He should take 
«ome method of etamining in pri* 
vate, whether those young persons 

. vfho are advancing to riper age^ 
understand what they repeat In 
ear% years all we must expect in. 

"eS teaching 
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iMSEiing the catecbisiii, is ixi 
ikon the memory of the youiig 
Chrhrtiian with sound doctrine and 
^ure precept ; and when the un- 
derstanding opens, these will be 
brought into use and practice. As 
therefore the minds of our young 
charges expand, our instruction 
fiihould keep pace with their ex- 
pansion ; we should excite, and 
, Increase the thirst after religious 
knowledge, «nd assist in the at- 
tainment of it Many excellent 
expositions of the Church Gate* 
chism are in prints the best I have 
seen, is " The Church Catechism 
l^roke into short Questions ;^ very 
full, and at the same time plain, 
and comprehensible by ordinary 
capacities ; admirably adapted to 

give 
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grre the younger- Chtistians a^ 
knowledge of their religion, and to» 
lead them* ta the practice of- it£^ 
duties. But I fear in too many 
instance!^ this^ like the Catechism; id 
vepeated merely by rote. The: 
only method^ in my opinion, of as-* 
eertaining whether the ehildrea' 
who are arrived at an* age te un- 
derstand the Catechism, do com- 
prehend it> and of leading them to- 
reflection, is to vary the questions 
in such a manner that the answers 
pequired must be given in their 
<^wn words; .an> exercise of this* 
kind will imprint on their minds as* 
well as on their memories, the ru- 
diments of Christianity ; it will 
train them to the habit of thought,, 
and of that description of thoughts 

£ 3 which 
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irtiioh is of <be gneatest iin|iortaiio0r 
to their best interests ; iUvill cause 
tbem to reflect upon theeiisteooe 
and omnipotence of the Creator, 
the nfterciful and gracious plan jo# 
man's redemption through the 
Divine Mediator, and the aid af- 
forded by the Holy Spirit to enable* 
him to overcome the temptations of 
the n^rld, the flesh, and the dei^, 
and to exert «n earnest and eo»* 
fltant endeavour to obey the pie* 
oeptsof the Gospel. 

There is another bmnch of ibe 
parish priest's duty, which like' 
that I have j us t mentioned, demands 
both his public and private exer- 
tions* I mean the preparing young 
persons for confirmation. This 
like the publicly catechising the 

children 



diiUfreo^il a»i oppofttflilly HtfCtolilft 
lost, of idipressiiig apon his wholi» 
flock, old tt well lis youAg, the im^ 
lure and obligations of the Chris* 
tian Covenant. Whenever there- 
fore the Bishop gives notice of hb 
intention to confirm the young 
persons in the parish who are 
properly qualified, the minister 
should maice this rite, tvith all its 
attendant doctrines and duties, the 
subject of his discourses. But 
this is not all, he must use his ex* 
ertion to bring the candidates for 
confirmation to hiin as early as 
possible, that he may learn the ex- 
tent of their knowledge, and pri- 
vately instruct the more ignorant 
The intent and purpose of this rite 
are easily explained, and most of 

£4 the 
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tbe candidates I have ci^camined^ 
whose religious edueal|pn had not 
been totally neglected, if they did 
not understand the nature and de- 
sign of Confirmation, I have found 
readily to comprehend a short ex- 
planation of it. They have ap- 
peared to be sensible, they wer9. 
themselves to enter iota the en- 
gagements made for them at their 
baptism, and what these engage- 
ments were; that renouncing all 
sin and wickedness, they were to 
believe the doctrines, and obey th6 
precepts of the Gospel. 

At the age for ' Confirmation, 
young persons are just entering 
the most important and dangerous 
period of their lives. In the 
height of youthful ardor, they ar§ 

going 
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going to encounter the temptationsr 
of Ibe world ; and the thoughts and 
habits of a few years at this time^ 
generally give a* bias to the future 
conduct Let the* careful pastor 
by no means lose the opportunity 
now afforded him^ of urging upon^ 
this part of his flock^ the neees^ 
sity of the- greatest consideration^ 
and watchfulness ; to press upon 
them, the observance of religions 
duties, and carefully. to avoid the 
company of the dissolute, and the 
haunts of intemperanoe. And 
particularly let him earnestly re-- 
commend 4bem to 'take the first op-* 
portunity of attending the Sacra* 
ment of the. Lord's Supper. The 
too common neglect of this sacred^^ 
ordinance^ is, L am persuaded^ 
\ £ 5 greatly ' 
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greatly owing to young persons not 
presenting tliemselves at the Holy 
Table 80 soon as confirmed. They 
postpone the duty from time to 
time, until they turn their backs 
t3pon the Altar without compunc« 
tion or consideration— or ground* 
less fears arise^^^or they are drawn 
into that course of life, which is no 
unreasonable or imaginary hind« 
fence to their spiritually partaking 
of Ihe body and blood of the Re- 
deemer. But if as soon as quali- 
Ced they receive this sacrament, all 
these consequences will most pro-* 
bably be avoided : they will ex* 
peribnce the comfort, and continue 
kk the habit of a constant atte»* 
dance at the Lord*s Supper. Hav- 
ipg a knowledge of tine nature of 

tbe 
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the institution, they will not be 
disturbed by groundless fears; and 
the consideration generally in* 
duced by this act of devotion, with 
the blessing we may expect upon 
the us6 of an Appointed means of 
grace, will preserve them from 
those sins which render them unfit 
to approach the Table of their 
Lord on earthy and will render 
them equally unfit to be inhabi'- 
Until ^ hit kingd^iiii id llnav^ti. 
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^^He understands but little of 
the nature and obligations of the 
priestly office/* says Bishop Bur- 
nety ''who thinks he has discharged 
it by performing the public ap- 
pointments/' 

Various certainly, and of the 
highest importance are the private 
duties of the parish priest. To visit 

the 
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the sick — to pay attention to the 
schools where children of the lower 
orders are instructed — and above 
all, to keep up that intercourse 
with his parishioners which will 
give him an insight into their man- 
ners and habits, should form *a 
considerable part of his occupa* 
tion. 

The visiting the sick stands 
foremost amongst the private la* 
hours of the parochial minister. 
An inspired writer, one of the 
Apostles, who conversed with our 
Blessed Lord after His resurrec- 
tion upon the things concerning 
His kingdom, has left a direction, 
that when Christians are visited 
ivith sickness^ they shall send for 
their spiritual guides ; '* Is any 

sick 
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sick among you/' says St Jartnca^ 
V^ let him call for the elders of the 
Church and let Ihem pray over 
bim*^ And our Church has eo^ 
joined her clergy not only to at- 
tend on such occasions, but. ta 
yesort to those who are by them 
known to be dangerously sick^ 
(Canon 67*) 

The attentive pastor^ therefore^ 
will not wait till he is summoned^ 
but on the first intiomtion that oo^ 
of his flock is indisposedy he will 
consider that there his duty call!) 
and thither be will repair* Nor 
will be content himself with going 
through tbe $.ppointed offices in a 
perfunctory manner, with. merely 
reading the viaitatiop prayers, or 
adoiinisteriog the SacrMaent of \im 

Lord'a 
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Lord^s Supper. He will consider 
this is an opportunity of giving 
that spiritual advice of wbicb| 
from his knowledge of the patient, 
be may be aware be stands in need. 
•—This is sometimes a season of 
advantage that may never returo, a 
fevourable minute for fighting the 
grand adversary with bis own 
weapons^ and gaining a victory over 
him* The great eNcmy of the soul^ 
we learn from Scripture, is con* 
stantly walking about, seeking 
and watching for every moment of 
weakness to ensnare mankind. Hit 
power is now weakened, all eartbljf 
considerations are vanishing from 
the sight of a being, who feels per« 
baps^ for the first time, that he is 
BMHTtaL Iiet Ikie Haniiter ^eike 

tbi» 
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this fortunate, this favourable hour; 
given to him for pressing upon hi» 
' parishioner the importaace of reli** 
gion, and opening a way for the 
wandering sheep to return into the 
path of piety and virtue; When 
such an opportunity occurs, of 
awakening to a sense of his duty 
the transgressor of God's laws, or 
rousing the attention of a careless* 
Christian, it should not be allowed 
to pass by ; returninghealth may haer-' 
den a hearts softened only by sick- 
ness ; and a hasty summons ata fu« 
ture period may arrive, when the 
lamp is in an equally untrimmed 
state, and, when there is no tioie 
to provide oil. 

To the sinner and the worldly 
minded, the presence of the parish 

priest 
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priest is particularly necessary in 
the time of sickness, to urge upon 
the one the necessity of repentance^ 
and to shew the other the folly of 
that indifference in his spiritual 
concerns, which he so anxiously 
avoids in his temporal affairs. To 
the former, let the minister of 
God declare, how plainly and ex- 
plicitly the divine wrath is de- 
nounced in Scripture against a life 
of wickedness, against wilful ba« 
bitual sin ; that God is^ of pureF 
eyes than to behold iniquity, and 
that none shall enter into the king- 
dom of heaven bat those who 
work righteousness. Upon the 
latter let him strongly impress 
this momentous truth, that tiie 
Almighty must be served "with 

a perfect 
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■% perfect heart and a wilHngniiiidy^ 
that although no particular vtc« 
may lie heavy on bis conscience, 
yet this will not atone for the afo* 
sence of every active virtue and of 
all vital religion-^that God and 
mammon cannot be served at the 
same time; two masters whose 
commands are so diametrically op- 
posite, cannot be obeyed. If we 
hold to the god of this world, we 
must despise the God of Heaven. 
By a fond attachment .to earthly 
things, we break the first and great 
commandment of loving the Lord 
our God with all the mind, and 
soul, aud strength. Upon both 
however should be carefully incul* 
cated, that whenever the wicked 
man turneth away from his wicked* 

ness 
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mat thftt he hath comtnitte^^ and 
deeth that which is lawful ahd 
right, he shall sa?e his soul alii;e ; 
that no truly repentant sinner ia 
rejected by our heavenly Father, 
Ihe returning prodigal is received 
with complacency^ and even with 
ntisfaction ; that there is joy in 
heai^n over one sinner that re- 
penteth. This is the time for him 
wlio is Mt to watch for the souls 
of his parishioners, to discourse 
both upon the terrors and upon 
the mercies of the Lord, to use 
every method to persuade the no* 
minal to become a real Christians 
This is a time when he must be 
heard, and when he will most pro- 
bably be attended to ; the power 
of the spiritual enemy is, as I have 

before 
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before observed, in a great degree 
fkllen, and the spiritual' guide is> 
placed upon the vantage ground. 

Though tlie presence of the 
pastor is most necessary to this- 
description of his sick parishionerSy. 
and though success will generally 
' attend his labours^ yet sometimei^ 
the good seed will be scattered oii 
very unfavourable soils ; it will lie 
neglected on the mind hardened 
by a too close adherence to tho 
world, and it will l)arely meet with 
a reception from the dull and 
stony heart.: his advice he will, 
find in some cases received witii 
indifference, and his- prayers joined 
ia with coldness. 

These uncomfortable visits how- 
ever, will be compensated by his^ 

at ten* 
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littendance upon the virtuous, 4e^ 
^out, sensible part of bis flock. 
He will frequently experience tbe 
satisfaction of sitting at tbe side 
of a pious Cbristian, called by tbe 
will of his Heavenly Fatber to suf- 
fer under disease or sor4*ow, hum* 
bling binoself beneatb tbe cbastizing 
hand of God, and resigned to all 
the dispensations of bis provi- 
dence. He will find bioi viewing 
with indifference the things which 
merely concern this world, and 
fixing his mind upon the things 
eternal ; looking back with com- 
fort upon a life spent in an earnest 
endeavour to please God, and for- 
ward with hope, that through the 
merits of the Redeemer^ he shall 

enjoy 
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Mj^ It state of rest and peace in 
Christ's kingdom in Heaven. 

Here the labour is sweet ; all is 
comfort; the temporal circwn* 
stances of the snfibrer must awaken 
« sympathetic sorrow, but the 
prospect into the eternal state of 
fais; parishioner, will cause the 
^elUinstructed pastor, to sorrow 
with such a hope as will turn hit 
mourning into joy. 

Often have I met in the humble 
cottage with that religious polish, 
if I may so express myself, whicb 
would not have disgraced a. more 
eialted sitv^ation; I mean that 
calm resignation to the will of 
Heaven, which neither on the 
<aoA hand sepioes under pain of 

body, 
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fiody, or anguish of mind, nor on 
the other hand, with a boisterous 
fortitude, resists, as it were, the 
chastisements of the Lord. This 
miody and this manner truly cha- 
racteristic of the gentle Christian, 
I have found under the lowly rdof 
of the cottager as well as in the 
mansion of his more wealthy 
neighbour. The hours passed with 
this part of our flocks do, (as no 
doubt the will of our Blessed 
Master is that they should) repay 
ua for the painful moments we ex* 
perience witfarihose of a. different 
description. 

Under these circumstances we 
should be very careful whilst we 
pay. attention to the fbrmer, that 
we do not neglect the latter; we 

must 
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tnust hj no means cast off all 
hope even of the most profligate 
and obstinate ; if we are not in* 
5tant out of season, let us be ur- 
gent in season ; let us take every 
favourable opportunity of rousing 
the -thoughtless and the sinner to 
a sense of dieir duty. Our trhief 
attention however must be given 
to the religious part of our pa- 
rishes ; this portion of our flocks 
alone it is which will admit of our 
constant attendance : and here 
likewise we have to guard against 
partiality ; the manners and ha- 
bits of some will be more engaging 
and pleasant than those of others, 
though all may have an equal 
claim to our fostering care^ and 
receive equal comfort and advan- 
tage 
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tage frdm our visits. tJpon alt 
the virtuous and devout then, 
whatever may he their personal 
deportment, or domestic arrange- 
ments, let us bestow equal atten- 
don ; let us shew the same earnest- 
ness and solicitude for their tem- 
poral and eternal welfare. 

It is not upon the sick in body 
only that the attendance of the 
spiritual guide is required, it is by 
no means less useful and necessary 
to those who are under the pres- 
sure of mental affliction. When 
the sources of our enjoyment in 
U^is world dry up, from no earthly 
well can .we draw the waters 
of comfprt; in vain will the 
wounded mind seek relief in 
dissipation; it must look for con- 

F solation 



toiatiott to ^ Uving water, nrhidi 
irdtj^n ftkHie can- give. To^ ^Pf^f 
llus remedy « tbe eAce ef tbe 
BiHiBrter eif Teligioa. His part 
k is to remiiid the sufferer, that 
with whate^per eaktmitj he is vt- 
sited, it cones from Ihe band of 
the Almightj; that att His dio* 
peKi8atio]:>s^ are wise, all are merci-- 
ful; that although they may a* 
preseat be grievow^ jet they will 
in the end work together for good^ 
if we serve, and love, and obey 
God ; if we submit wkh resignaltoii 
to all bis disposals, and say with 
holy Job, /* blessed be the name 
af the Lord/* 

The sick in mind aa weU aa 
body, let mo repeat^ are under the 
pec alias care of the parochial mi- 
nister. 
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luster ; and therefore let oae bint to 
lay younger brethren, that in the 
most caminoQ, and the heaviest 
calamity which befalb man ia Jfaie 
mortal state, the loss of those upoa 
whom he is depeadent for a Urge 
portion of his eertUy happtnesSi 
they will ofteo find a few visits 
most comfinrtabie and beneficiaL 
The removal of a companion^ a 
counsellor^ or a guide, is always a 
bitter part of the Lord a cup ; and 
sometimes it pleases God, for wise 
and good purposes^ to pour out his 
cup to the dregs; to take away 
what he has given, with aggravated 
dccumstancea of affliction. Here 
it requires dl the aid of rdigion to 
support the sufferers. This aid it 
is the duty of the parish priest to 

F 2 administer, 
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administer, and tbie^ attentive Shep^ 
herd, who knows his flock, and i^ 
known of them, nirill generally be 
abte to do It with success* That 
voice which has been accustomed 
to sooth their less weighty cares; 
that well-known voice, will now be 
able to speak comfort to the agi- 
tated and troubled mind. When- 
ever therefore death has made a 
chasm in a family, especially un- 
der peculiar circumstances of dis- 
tress, the parochial minister should 
throw himself in the way of giving 
the only consolation that can be 
afforded in such a case. If he 
perceives his listening to the tale 
of woe gives relief to the mourner, 
and bis discourse raises the mind 
to the only soutce of peace and 

comfort^ 
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comfort, his reward, from the in^ 
ward satisfitctian be expexience% 
will be great; should he be un* 
successful, lie may still rest satis* 
£ed that he has done bis part 

Having mentioned what I con^ 
ceive to be the duty of the pastor 
in bis general conduct tahis pa- 
.rishionersi under the various dis- 
tresses to which they are subject in 
their passage through this world, 
.1 will proceed to give a few hints 
relating to those particular duties 
of the ministerial office, for which 
the Church more expressly directs 
him to attend the sick : these are» 
" to pray over them,^" and to ad- 
minister to them the Sacrament of 
t|ie Lord's Supper. 

The form of prayer, ordered by 

F 3 o.uxr 



> 



70B 

out Church to he used in risHing 
Ae siclCy is most MceHeftt. It is 
admiraUy calculated to impress 
ttpon the nmd of the^ick Cbristmn^ 
the power, und proiridence, and 
the infinite merciesof the Alm^hty ; 
and to make him how with humble 
snbmisdion under the correcting 
hand of God, in imitatioft of his 
crociSed Redeemer. It leads him 
to prepare for the tmiriiiatioii of 
his distemper, whatever tiiat ter- 
minatiuti may be. Should fStie 
Almighty see fit to restore him to 
health, it remindts him, that be 
must devote the residue of his life 
to the service of his Heavenly Fa- 
ther and Benefactor; but should 
tlie warning voice prove a .sum- 
mons to quit this world, it instructs 

him 
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Monto pray, that QiA in his itifi» 
ttite mercy wotsild, and to act ia 
mich a manner, Uiat a God of iofi*^ 
nite justice may, take him into hta. 
^Tour, throagh Uie merits pf JeMft 
Christ our Lord. 

This excellent form should by na 
means be neglected ; but still the 
parochial minister may seek 
otiier assistance in this part of his 
duty. Many diseases and infirmi- 
ties continue a greatlength of time ; 
and in these cases- bis attendance 
is long required : a change of de-* 
▼otion is tlien very desirable; 
There are likewise particular af- 
flictions of body and of miiid, 
which call . for particular prayers. 
For these purposes I recommend 
" The Clergyman's Companion in 

F 4 visiting 
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YiaUing the Sick." In this collect* 
tion are prayers adapted to different 
occasions ; and there are few cir- 
cumstances either in those evils 
that happen to the body, or the 
moral erils that assault and hurt 
the soul, to which the minister will 
not find some appropriate form of 
devotion. The prayers are all 
plain and impressive ; and I have 
found the best effects from using 
them ; they have appeared to com* 
fort the mind under bodily afBic- 
tiooy and to lead il to those medi* 
tations which were likely to be of 
permanent service. The young 
pastor uiil, I think, find this book 
a valuable companion in his pa« 
rochial walks* 
There are few Christians, who 

have 
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have been in the habit of attending 
the Lord's Table, that are not de- 
sirous of receiving the Sacramen- 
tal bread and wine, when a severe 
illness portends an approaching 
dissolution. To this the minister 
is, of course, ready to accede. 
He should however go a step far- 
ther, and recommend this duty 
whilst the patient's body and mind 
are equal to the exertion. It 
surely must be well pleasing in the 
sight of God, openly to declare, in 
this manner,, a continued £aith in 
the Redeemer to our latest hour ; 
to employ the closing scene of life, 
in this compliance with the alFec- 
tionate desire, and positive in- 
junction, of our Blessed Saviour. 
Too often, howeveri is the parp- 

J 5 cbial 
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chial minister called to the sick 
bed of a professed disciple of 
Christ, who has lived many years 
in the total neglect of this Chris* 
tian duty, A favourable oppor- 
tunity notv offers, to urge the ne- 
cessity of obeying this command of 
his Saviour ;— to point out that the 
Lord's Supper is a Sacrament^ 
and equally obligatory upon us 
with Baptism; — that it was not 
only instituted for a continual r^« 
tnemhrance of Christ's sacrifice for 
QS, but is one of His appointed 
means of Salvation ; — that we are 
told, by our Blessed Lord himself, 
^^ untess we eat the flesh of the 
Son of Mail, and drink bis blood, 
we have no life in us." Now the 
interesting accooat of oar Lord's 

last 
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last Supper with his disciples, wheii 
in the most clear and positive 
inabner he instituted this sacred 
ordinance, will excite attention ; 
it will probably strike with force 
iind conviction, and he who through 
careless indifference, or on ac- 
count of inadmissible excuses, has 
heretofore turned his back upon 
the Lord's Table, may, if he sur- 
vives, become in future a regular 
communicant. 

Let the parish priest therefore 
consider, that his duty to the sick, 
in respect of the Lord's Supper, is 
not only to administer it to those 
who are desirous of this comfort- 
able Sacrament, but to explain the 
nature of the ordinance to the ig- 
norant, and to urge the necessity 

t6 of 
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of complying with the command of 
our Redeemer, upon those who 
have perhaps, to a late period of 
their lives, neglected this necessary 
means of salvation. 

There is a description of persons 
in every parish besides the abso* 
lutely sick, which calls for the at- 
tention of the pastor ; I mean those 
who though not under the influ- 
ence of disease, yet from age or in- 
firmity, are unable to attend the 
public service of the Church. To 
these the Church should in some 
measure be carried ; the parochial 
minister should, as often as the 
extent and population of his parish 
will admit, visit them, read some 
of the prayers of the Dturgy to 
tben^ and discourse with them up^ 

on 
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on religious subjects. He will al- 
ways find they receive comfort 
from these visits, and generally ad« 
vantage. Their minds will be kept 
in a proper frame for that change 
to which they are approaching ; 
and they will by this means be 
kept, not only in righteousness 
of life) but, most probably, in the 
- unity of the Church. 

The assistance given by the ml* 
nister to his sick parishioners, 
should not be confined to prayer 
and conversation ; much aid may 
be given them through books. 
There are many small tracts he 
may give away, and some larger 
works he may lend, when occasion 
calls for them. These may be 
procured on easy terms ,by sub^ 

tcribera 
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scribers to the Society for pro- 
moting Christian Knowledge ; and 
if the circumstances of the minister 
lire such, that he cannot himself 
conveniently bear this expence, in 
most parishes I trust there will be 
found those, whose opulence will 
make them able, and their regard 
to the spiritual wants of the poor 
will make them willing, to furnish 
the necessary supply. 

To the industriotis labourer who 
is confined to his house by illness, 
a book is a great treasure. Unac- 
customed to idleness, he feels in a 
peculiar manner the tediousness of 
fiickness ; a book relieves the weari- 
ness, and thus comes in the fortn 
of a friend ; — he has now leisure 
for consideration ;— 'sickness like- 
wise 
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mst softens his mind, and opens 
his prospect to eternity. Under 
all these circumstances, favourable 
to religious influence, a plain and 
well written tract will sink deep in- 
to the heart, and the impression, 
most probably, will never be ef^ 
faced. 

The next subject which requires 
the parochial minister's attention, 
is the education of the lower order * 
of his parishioners. Where there 
is an endowed school, the clergy-^ 
toati is generally one of the trus* 
ttes; in that case, he, no doubt, 
feels himself called upon to use 
every exertion that a proper mad^ 
tet may be appointed, and then to 
i^atch over the master's conduct 
Bat although there may be no en^- 

dowment 
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dowtnent in the parish, yet I do 
think it is the duty of the minister, 
to take care that the educatiod of 
the poor, over which he may al« 
ways have a sufficient influence, is 
properly conducted. His presence 
in the schools, at no long intervals, 
and at uncertain times, will pre- 
vent negligence ; and it will pre- 
vent an improper education in re-» 
jigious matters. The law most 
properly allows every man to wor- 
ship God, and to educate bis 
children, in that way he judges will 
best conduce to their temporal and 
eternal welfare. Far be it there- 
fore from the parochial ministexi 
to interfere with sectarian schools; 
But we too frequently find per^ 
8QnS| who openly professing them-^ 

selves 
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wives members of the Church, are 
secretly promoting schism. Many 
of these set up schools for the low- 
er ranks in society, and instill into 
tlie younger minds unsound doc* 
Jrines, and wild notions. The 
Catechism of our Church is totally 
neglected, or lightly esteemed ; 
and the prayers of our Liturgy 
being laid aside, their place is 
supplied by enthusiastic devotions* 
The vbits of the minister to the 
schools in his parish, will prevent 
these evils ; if the teachers wish to 
appear orthodox, they must be 
really so. The examination of 
the children will develope the sys^ 
tern of education, and any sinister 
practice will be discovered. In- 
deed the knowledge that the 

watch- 
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wati4ifdl pastor is iti Ae halilt of 
paying this attention to the instruct 
lion of the poor, w^l prcYtttt the 
attempt. The expectation of a 
superintending eye is atwrays ad* 
vantageous. 

Snnxfay schools are become so^ 
general, that thtre are, I beliere, 
few parishes in the kingdom where 
they have not been established^ 
Should however a parish ft^ t& 
the lot of a young divine in which a 
Sunday-school has not been formed, 
I recommend him lo use his ut^ 
most exertion to procure one. 
The advantages of the institution 
are great Although the instruc- 
tion to be gained there, will in 
few instances be sufficient for an 
intirely uneducated child, yet it 

will 
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will act as ft stimulus in the dail;f 
school^ to both teacher and scholar ; 
the activity of the teacher, and the 
industry of the scholar, will be 
called forth, thM the credit of iht 
fbrmer may be supported, by the 
latter being in due time brought 
sufficiently forward, to take his 
phiee in the Sunday-school. 

The chiWreh of the poor, espcs 
cialty in these days, are obliged 
to leave the daily school at an early 
age, to earn then* bread by the 
sweat of their brows. The Sonday- 
sehool 13 then of materialliervice ; 
it not only affords a weekly exe^ 
cise and instruction in reading, but 
it urges the child to endeavour to 
retain what he has learned, that his 
place and credit in the class may 

not 



U6 

not be lost* The last benefit I 
shall mention, which the children 
of the poor derive from the Sun-^ 
day-8cbool| but by no means the 
least, is their being taken regularly 
and orderly to hear the service of 
the Church* 

The superintendance of the Stin- 
day-school, especially in villageii, 
rests commonly on the parochial 
minister ; a few bints therefore 
respecting its managjement, may be 
serviceable to a young man inex- 
perienced in the buBiness. TKe 
first sti^ is to throw the scholars 
Joto classes, either two, or three, 
as his judgment, and the circum- 
stances of the parish may point 
out. If he is placed in a widely 
extended village, two classes will, 

ia 
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in my opinion, be sufficient ; in A 
town, or compact village, a third 
class may be added for the younger 
children who cannot read. To the 
fiigbest class, if the minister can 
raise a fund for the purpose, a 
Bible, a Prayer-book, and a reli- 
gious tracts may be given ; to the 
second class the Psalter, and to the 
third class a small chevLp spelling- 
book. 

"When the funds will afford the 
books I have recommended to be 
given to the highest class, the ad- 
vantages attending the Sunday- 
school extend beyond the scholar, 
llie family are supplied with the 
Scriptures, and the prayers of the 
Church, as well as furnished witii 
a reader ; and the tract likewise 

is 
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p» i|Dt 01^ w» exercise io readiog 
fof die chUdi but it i» a i^ebide to 
^eovejr ioetrMUoQ, in Cbristian 
doctrine aad practice, to the pa^ 
rents. The psalter a^^ara to be 
tbe oiQst useftd book fur tbejuiuof 
class; tbe. psalms aad pmyera act 
an exercise in readim^ tbe coUecte 
nay be made an eMKcisa for the 
memory, and aoy pv t will afford 
an examination of the child ia the 
pi^glKMa be has made in apdiiog. 
A cheap speUing^hook ia suffieieni 
for the third clasa But I annst 
repeat, that in gieneralthe adran^ 
tage of the Sunday-school to th^ 
class is: smalU Till the child ia «f 
an age to read in tbe psalter^he is 
aeldom able to attend the .Yillage 
Sunday-school with, any regularityi. 

which 
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which frmn fltost of the ehildf en m 
probably at a considerable ditK 
taoee.; the instracHoo of an heur 
ortoro one day m the week, is not 
euflkfent^ a»^ I have obsenred, to 
teaeh an tatirely imedueated cbtM 
to read, and the derire of getting^ 
into the Snndaj'-scbeol, wiH ant* 
maite exertwn, as mech as the de« 
svre of premelioB from one cla8» 
to another. 

The last, but by no tneatne the 
least idipoctaat, branch of the pen 
vate laboiHr of the parish priest, ia 
to keep up that inlerGeime with 
his pansbtooersy eq»eoiaHy with 
those o# the lower wdeVf which- 
wfll give htm an insight iiKo their 
mamnecs and habilSy and an in4i»» 

cnce 
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6ece over their religious and moral 
conduct 

This can only be done by fre- 
quent and familiar visits ; by en* 
tering into all their little cares and 
troubles, and, as far as he is able, 
relieving their distresses with his 
advice and assistance. By this, 
constant communication, the mi- 
nister will become acquainted with 
the different characters of his peo- 
ple, and be able to distinguish by 
his favour the deserving from the 
profligate and worthless. By his 
kind attention and fDod offices to 
the virtuous and orderly, they will 
be accustomed to fly to him in all 
their wants and perplexities, — to 
lean upon him whenever they re- 
quire 



Retire support ; — ^khey will feel that 
oa him is their chief dependence ; 
—they will be aware that any in* 
discretion will not long be con« 
cealed from the ear of their watch- 
ful pastor^ and the dread of k)sing 
the esteem and countenance of their 
best friend on earth, will be a pow* 
erful restraint upon any yicious ia- 
<lination. 

The intercourse between the mi- 
nister and the higher ranks in his 
parish will not be so frequent, nor 
will he have that apparent influence 
over them^ htf'has on the lower 
class. He will not be able to vi- 
sit, or to discourse with them in 
the familiar manner he does with 
the cottager ; nor will they feel 
the continual want of his advice 

G and 
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and^amstonce^ wfaicb vk so neces^ 
saxj to the poor and ignorantw 
Bot still there may foe Chat inter- 
change of civility and good offices^ 
and that' readiness, ou bis part, ta 
i^rd assistance whenever oppor- 
tunities offbr, tvhich will operate 
powerfully, and beneficially^ upon 
/Misdescription of hisparii^ioners« 
The love they will bear to the mao^ 
and the respect they will feel for 
the minister, always on the watch for 
Ae temporal and spiritual welfare 
of 'his whole flock, will be no weak 
barrier against the temptation to 
evil. The apprehension of his dis- 
approbation, to whose opinion and 
judgment they are accustomed to 
pay a deference, will give a check 
to the first motions of sin ; and 

this 
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Ibisr train of thought will open the 
^fltr to the still small voice of that 
monitor, who is ever at hand to di- 
rect us in the right way. 

In this manner will the friendly 
eottimunication which may, and 
ought to, be kept up between the 
pastor and bis flock, have the best 
effect upon the general conduct of 
his parish. There is, however, one 
particulari in which* his frequent 
visits to those of the lower rank 
will prove of the most essential 
service. little differences must 
arise between neighbours; we 
cannot expect the rude and ignor-^ 
ant to be exempt from them ; for 
such, I fear, are to be found in 
more polished life. These heats 
and aiSiBMsilies, trifling perhaps 
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in their origin, from the constant 
attention of the minister will be 
kno\vn to him as soon as they oc-» 
cur; and will then be easily al- 
layed : but if suffered to break out 
into flame, they will not so readily 
be extinguished ; and nothing is 
more detrimental to the^noral or- 
der of a parish, than want of har- 
mony. 

The parochial walks of the pa- 
rish priest, have however a yet 
higher aim than the order and re- 
gularity of his people. The first 
and principal object of all his la- 
bour, public and private, will be re- 
ligion ; this he will lay as the foun- 
dation of ^rtue; on Christian doc- 
trine, he will build Christian mo* 
rals. And much religious instruc- 
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tion may, indeed ought to be 
given in prirate ; many doctrines 
and duties of the Gospel may be 
urged ia tbis-manner more effee*^ 
tually tbanr frofld- the pulpit. A 
word spoken in a favourable sea^^ 
son,' will^ oftentimes strike more 
forcibly, than the best and clearest 
chain of argument in a^ sermbtn. 
Conversation too affords opportu^ 
nity of objection on the part of the 
instructed; and an excuse for a 
sin of commission, or of omission, 
weighty in the* scale of self-judg» 
ment, may, when brought to a 
.more even balance, be made ap^ 
pear light a& air. And upon this 
familiar intercourse with our par 
rishionersi it is, we must rest our 
chief hope of counteracting the 
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miles of scfaism, and entbushism^ 
it is by sucfa a .constant pastoral 
communication with our flocks, 
4hat we can :be acquainted witb 
their spiritual state, and prevent 
•the weak and ignorant being drawn 
jLway frotn the Church, and aU 
iMiber reiligioD. 

The Sacrament of~ the Lord's 
Supper is an essential means of 
(grace, an iadispcnsable xequisite 
sn obtaining «8lvAti«n ; and yet 
is ytepy fsequonily neglected. Tbis 
4uAy tberefone riiould be uif{ed 
•ipon iybe Aocks xiommiftted to oor 
•charge, in eyery way likely to 
ftrone ctfectual ; and we abaU tyf- 
%&fk find, that after :tbe 'solemn and 
impressii^ levbortation of the 
Cburcb to partake in the Holy 

Com- 
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'GbfniniiQi(m» aDd various dis^ 
courses from 4be pulpit^ explain^ 
ing the nature^ and enforciDg the 
'necessity of complyiug with -tbis' 
injunotion of our Saviour, ^have 
failed, vfre shall often find, that a 
ishort conversation upon tbe sabject 
in private wilt succeed : it^wiU dis- 
^l a doubt — or calm -a fear-— or 
answer an excuse-— or aM^dten' a' 
negligent Christian to a proper 
^ense of his v situation ;. and we 
shall bave the satisfaction of see- 
ing the former absenter from, be>> 
come a constant attendant at, tbe 
Lord's Table. 

In like manner the duty of pri* 
vate prayermay be more powerfully 
urged in a domestic visit, than ia 
a sermom We. um^ press itlie 

G 4 pro* 



IS8 

propriety, the comfort, the ne- 
cessity, of applying to God in all 
our individual wants and distresses^ 
4ind returning him thanks for the 
many particular mercies and bless* 
ings we receive, more effectually 
in a friendly conversation, than in 
a set didactic discourse.^ There 
are likewise offences against the 
laws of God, for the correction of 
which, we must rest principally on 
our private exhortations. Upon 
that too common crime, the want 
of chastity, we can touch, bat 
lightly in public;, in private we 
may be more explicit in advice or 
reproof, and the application may 
be direct and personal.. Indeed, 
religious and moral duties can, in 
«ome instances, be enforced in no 

other 
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other manner. The man who 
never enters the doors of a Church, 
cannot profit by our public in- 
struction ; and in all cases, reli* 
gious exhortation will prove most 
beneficial, when we can bring the 
matter home to the individual, and 
say ''thou art the man." The 
heart may be steeled by self-love^ 
and self deception, against the 
arrow shot from the pulpit* In 
the general picture of vice thus 
held up to view, mankind are 
ready to perceive, a resemblance 
to their neighbours, but seldom 
discover a likeness to themselvea 
And not only will the minister, in 
these friendly communications^ 
have the advantage of the ear of 
ills parishioners, and of making his 

Q 5 instruc- 
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iostruc^n personal, but the at«* 
tention itself will very much awa« 
ken io bis flock a sense of reU* 
gion. Tbe care bestowed upon 
ibetr spiritual welfiKre will declare^ 
in a manner all can comprehend, 
that the concerns of the next 
worhi are of the greatest moment ; 
and the very urging upon them 
anxioiksly, and continually, Hi^ 
performing particular duties^ will 
impress on their minds that these 
duties are of the highest impoiw 
tance. 

^^ Another branch of the pastoral 
office there is, which can only b# 
performed by parochial visits; and 
that i% to gain an insight into the 
state of educatbn among the lower 
class^ and to learn whether those 

who 
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who are Me to read possess thfe 
Scriptures^ and the Liturgy of o«r 
Church. It is much to be wished, 
that in each family there should 
be a Bible, and a Prayer-book ^ 
and one capable of reading them. 
Where this is not the case, the m- 
nister ought to use every exertion 
in his power, to supply the d^fi^ 
casncy in learning or books : an4 
in few parishes^ I believe^ charity 
and opulence are at so low aa 
ebb, as pot to afford tb« assistance 
required, if the clergyman m . a^ 
five in calling them fortb» 

The possession of the Scrips 
tares by the lower oii^den), ai)d the 
aiiDili^ to read them, ar^ objects 
very desirable to be attained ; for 
aUhottgb the fiibl^is not sufficient 
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for religious instruction, without 
the aid of that ministry appointed 
by our Lord, to ** teach- all na-- 
tions :" yet the reading and studj 
of the sacred volume is greatly 
conducive to the knowledge and 
praqMce of Christianity. Prayer 
end the Sacrament of the Lord's 
Supper are4ikewise so necessary 
to the Christian life, that with the 
ability to read, and the posses^ 
sioQ of the Holt Scriptu^e^ 
they form the four cardinal objects 
of pastoral care. 

Whenever, therefore, the parish 
is not too populous lo admit of 
that familiar visitation I have recom^ 
Blended; or so small that there is no 
occasion for a mraiento, I advise 
the parochial minister, to furnisk 

himself 
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i^imself with a list of the fannlie^ 
in the parish, with marks denoting ^ 
the state of each in the particulars 
iabove- mentioned. By casting his 
eye over this register, previous to a 
village walky he will perceive where 
his presence is most required, and 
what turn of conversation be is to 
seek, in bis different visits. 

If DO better plan occurs to his 
mind, let him take the following; 
I have known it to be adopted^ 
and to prove usefuL 
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The first column contams tte 
name of the family. — ^The second, 
fbe ability or disability to read. 
—The third, the possession, or 
capability of purchasing, or want 
of a Bible, and a Prayer-book.— 
The fourth, the use or nej^ect of 
private prayer. — ^The fifth, the 
attendance, or non-attendance, at 
the Lord's Table. The marks, 
denoting the state of the family in 
these particulars, it will be per- 
ceived, are the algebraical cha- 
racters of pliis, f»tnu8| and e^^iiy ; 
which in the above specimen are 
thus med. 

A. B. -r- There is at least one 

in the family who can • read, -r- 

Tbey possess aBible, and a Prayer 

book. 
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book* — Private prayer is neg- 

s 

lected. — They are never seea 
at the Lord's Table. 

R 

C. D. — This family can read. 
B P 

~ ITiey have not a Bible. — 
They are in the habit of private 
prayer, -^r They attend the Sar 
crament. 
E. P. — This family can read, 

— They are in a situation to fur- 
nish themselves ivith books. — 
The use of private prayer is not 

ascertained. -^ Not one of tb^ 

fiunily attends the Comtnunioa 
Tbese^ or any like short meoK)-^ 

randdi 
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rapda^ easily noted down, will 
much assist the watchful shepherd, 
in the care and superintendanceof 
his flock. He will have under hia 
eye, the wants of the different 
"branches of his spiritual family ; 
and he will at a glance ^perceive 
where education, where books, 
where advice, or reproof, is re- 
quired ; and he will thus be ena-* 
bled to apply the talents intrusted 
to him to the best advantage. 

Nothing conduces so much to 
the order of our temporal affairs, 
as keeping accurate accounts. Just 
30 is it in spiritual concerns. Whea 
we often take a view of what we 
<Dwe to our flock ; when such and 
suqb debts of duty appear upon 
Ihe parochial account book, we 

shall 
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ahall find ways and means io d^ 
/charge tbem as they become due; 
But if through iaattention or neg^ 
ligence^ we suffer them to accumu- 
late they may increase beyond the 
power of payoaent ; and whea we 
ar€ called upon to give in the ac- 
count of our stewardships, we may 
find ourselves in that state of in* 
solvency, from which mercy itself 
cannot relieve us. 

The professed Christians in this 
kingdom, appear tabe more split 
and divided in the present day, 
than they ever were before ; and 
proselytism rages ia no common 
degree. The utmost vigilance of 
the pastor is therefore required, to 
preserve his flock from schism*; and 
po preservative is so likely to> prove 

eiSca*- 



€rffieaoi(mSy «s fmqa&at psrocbial 
▼19116. fiy this familiar intercoarse^ 
not only the mmister ^ins an ih» 
sight into the spiritmil state of bis 
people, and is thereby enabled to 
give an early check to any -wrong: 
propensities, but the sheep know 
the shepherd ; they are ^convinced 
of hiB being able, •and m^Uiog, to 
lead them in the right way; tfiief 
are acquainted w4!ih this vodoe, and 
they follow him. Where this at- 
tention is not paid, where the 
flock is left greatly to itself, no 
wonder if they go astray, and the 
•wolf catcheth thenu 

In these days then, whenwoIyOB 
<cff the wildest description are 
constantly prowling about, se^tig 
whom they mi^ devour, let me ad- 
vise 
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¥ise my brethren to be always vp*- 
on the alert ; to be ever walking 
round and round the fold. Their 
appearance alone will contribute 
greatly to safety. When the watch- 
man is seen at his post, the robber 
is generally deterred from his pun- 
pose. Where the minister is 
known to be in the habit of this 
Intercourse with his parishioners^ 
there the itinerant preacher^ an«r 
the hawker of enthusiastic and 
schismatic tracts, are not inclined 
to pay very frequent visits ; they 
look for a more favourable Boi^ 
whereon to sow the seed of 4beir 
wild doctrines; some/uncultivated 
apot, where the noxious plants art 
in no danger of being rooted out ; 
but will be allowed to grow, and 

expand. 
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expand, till their eradication is*be»> 
come difficult 

I would pot however have th^ 
•young pastor imagine, that his pre* 
aence alone will be sufficient to 
guard the flock ; he will find vari* 
ous arts used to seduce them, which 'f 
it will require bis- utmost watchr 
fiilness to counteract ; nor must-he 
be discouraged, if after all his care 
and attention, seme are drawn 
away from the Church ; for mis« 
taken zeal is arrived at that height^ 
it seems impossible, iu every in* 
stance, to stem the torrent. The 
dispersion.of tracts, inculcating the 
tenets^ of Calvin — sensible illumi* 
nation — the necessity of sudden 
conversion — the universal nog- 
ligence of the clergy — and the iu* 

sufficiency 



sufficiency of the Church to salva-* 
tion, 4s a principal engine em* 
ployed. . These tracts are sold by 
hawkers at a cheap rate, or given 
by some person in the neighbour* 
hood in a higher rank, with pro*' 
fession of peculiar anxiety for the 
welfave of the soul, or thrown from 
the Window of a carriage to the 
lower orders. The only way to 
counteract this movement of hea- 
ven and earth to make one pro- 
selyte, i$ to meet the disease in 
time ; to be always at hand to 
discover the earliest taint, and pre» 
pared to apply a remedy. 

The minister, in his xottage vi* 
sits, if he looks to the shelf, wiU 
sometimes perceive, peeping out 
between the Bible and Prayer- 



bool^ one of these little tracts ; 
be will upon inspection find it per- 
baps to contain no inconsiderable 
portion of sound doctrine^ and 
much practical Christianity^ work** 
ed up in a plain and familiar 
style, well adapted to- the lower 
dass* In certain parts however^ 
the cloven foot will appear. The 
reader will, be directed to consult 
hiB feelings^, whether thiemew birth 
has taken places Or a; story : will 
be told- how long a sinner^ groati«- 
iog ttoder tbe^ weight of bis transt- 
gressions^ asttended' his^ parUh 
Church witbuiti any goad\ f^ 
fed ; bill accidentally potting his 
bead into a» cowcenttdey the dis»» 
course of the preacher went home 
to his hear^andlafter a few stnig* 

gles, 
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i^e$f he was. assured of salvatioo;^ 
Oca dialogue will be introduced ; 
SQ^ which ^ the^ pariah priest is= re^- 
presented, as: a;: mixture of. ignor* 
ance, indolence,, and! worldly 
mindedxiess^ and the sectariaa 
teacher as ai pattern ;of good sense, 
piety> and disint^'estedness* 

For these^insidious publications^ 
let the eye- of the pastor be alwaysf 
on* the watch* Wherever, he dis« 
covers, let bioi take them dawn^ 
and comment: upon^ the unserip^ 
tural doctrinesv and the insinuating 
method of working up the poison^ 
with so much pure Christianity.^ 
Let him point out the danger of 
the doctrines^ and the falsity of the 
accusations* This my brethren^ 
will find oo easy or pleasant task ; 

they 
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tliey -will sometimes find it difficult, 
to matke the objectionable parts 
suffioiently comprehended, to coun- 
teract them ; *and yet these incom* 
pfebended parts, however paro- 
doxical it may sound, will be 
capable of doing mischief; for 
the poison is mixed up with so 
much wholesome religious nourish- 
ment, and in «o palatable a man- 
ner to the piously inclined, but ig- 
norant Cbristian, >that before he 
underbtands^the tenets of the en« 
thusiast, he fwms a pardality for 
the -sect ; and is imperceptibly led 
on 'tOv believe their wild doctrines, 
and attach himself to 4heir society. 
And the egotism required to an- 
swer the « accusations brought 
against the clergy, is very uqplea* 

san* 
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sant to an ingenuous mind. But 
the arrogance of the enthusiast, 
who scruples not to boast of every 
human excellence and virtue, as 
well as of immediate divine com* 
munication, calls upon us to put 
some constraint upon ourselves, 
and to meet their charges with 
boldness, as well as firmness. Let 
the Christian minister shew the er* 
roneousness of the doctrines, from 
Scripture, and meet the charge of 
negligence with the practice, as 
well as the profession, of zeal and 
activity. 

When a philosopher of old was 
informed, that certain persons 
calumniated him, he made this 
reply, " I will live in such a man- 
ner, thajt no one shall believe 

H them." 
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thfem.** Let iis be cVeif dtHotii' pdste, 
and attentive to the spiritual feon- 
cerns of those comfnitted to o'tir 
care, and then no ^e will' be- 
lieve, what the ehetnles of -ihe 

•Church may say, Ve6[)ectiiig - Ae 
'negligence of the clergy. 

Bat whatever may Be^ the a^en- 

' tion arid cate of the pastor, ^ftw 
instances, I f(6ar, bccur^^ where the 

'^flock has t)6fen t)r6i;tffved itVtird ^• 

^ iherc ' Will be found^ in' tnost pa- 
tishtes sdfne wahderei^^-frdm the 

• fWd; who have httacbed tbfemselV'es 
to sectarian teachers. The paro- 

' chial minister must therefore con- 
sider, what is to be his conduct 

* towards them. 'His duty certainly 
is to watch 'for, and take advan- 
tage of,^very opportunity to shew 

the 
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' the light d£ truth to thoae mho tare 
in error, to fetch borne, if possi- 
ble,, a wandering sheep. The hppe 
however of reclaiming .an enthusi- 
ast, I am afraid is sn^iall. To the 
man who applies to his feelings for 
a knowledge of bis spiritual starlet 
; who believes that.an imixiedi9.te di- 
vine impulse imparts to him the 
rule of his faith, and practice, ^11 
.argument drawn from. reason and 
.'Scripture is. thrown.. away ; .under 
/these impressions, the exercise of 
reason must be considered; impiety, 
and ;ScriptMre is superceded. To 
those tlierefore who have forsaken 
' the Church, who. enter .its doors, 
only when the service does not in- 
terfere with a regular attendance 
at the conventicle, the constant at- 

H 2 tention 
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tention of the parochial unnister 
will be useless, whilst to the rest 
of the parish it will be detrimentaL 
Most of the lower class of village 
sectarians (who are geaerally me- 
thodists) would, I believe, gladly 
keep up a communication with 
their parish priest ; they would be 
pleased with his pastoral calls, and 
with his prayers ra sickness. But 
can we, circumstanced as tliey are, 
usefully to themselves, can we con- 
scientiously on our own parts, can we 
safely to others, thus attend them ? 
Our prayers may be grateful to a 
sick person of this description, but 
a deaf ear will be turned to our 
doctrinal instruction ; the religious 
opinions and tincture will be 
taken from the schismatic teacher. 

If fc 



\ 



H we attend with him, our's will 
be the subordinate departments 
We can in such a case be of no 
material service, and if we believe 
an apostolic priesthood to be an es- 
sential part of the Church of 
Christ, by joining the unordained 
preacher in taking care of the soul 
af a parishioner,, by thus placing, 
him upon an equality with the re- 
gnlar pastor, we disguise our real 
sentiments, we virtually declare 
schism to be no sin, and we lead 
the rest of our flock into error. 

The parish priest will behave 
with civility to those who have forr 
saken him ; he will, if occasion 
calls for it, assist them in their tem- 
poral affairs ; but in spiritual mat^ 
ters, be must consider them as not 

H 3 within 
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ivithin his fold. Whe« desired to 
pcrforfti the offices of the Church, 
he will feel that his duty forbids 
him to refuse ; and he will readily ■ 
seize this, and every other oppor-* 
tunity, of throwing in a wotd of^ 
advice; but he should, I think/ 
forbear the unsoIicUed attendance 
at the sick bed, and the familiar' 
parochial visit 

, This appears to me the best, the 
only lime of conduct ive can- pur-- 
sto^^with those,' who by the artful 
insinuatiotf of otHers, or through 
th'e^r own 'pride, and itching ears, 
have b€fen enttcedfirom the Ghurchr^ 
The kirrdnfess due from us' to them 
aB^' ftllowi travellers on the road of 
lifts c^tJghtiot^tOibe withheld; ^^^ 
y&t I have known the common ci- 
vilities 
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vilkies of a clergyman to a schisoiatf . 
tic parishioner, mei^tioned by the« 
latter^ as a proof that the former 
did not disapprove of his religious, 
conduct; and- urged as. an argu- 
ment to induce another of his par. 
rishioners to attend the x!onventicle* 
Such lattacksy however, we must, 
meet with other weapons, than in- 
civility and unkiqdness ; this uiv* 
go verned^ spirit of^ prx)selytism wJHi 
give US' uneasiness, an(| excite, ourv 
pity, but let it not raisev our anger* 
Christian charity should guide all?, 
our actions ; especially ought it ta^ 
be our ru)e in spiritual concerns^ 
But at the. same time we must be; 
careful, notto give our sanction to* 
that mistaken, yet too fashionable, 
liberality^ of considering, orspesLk* 

li 4 ing . 
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ing of, every one who names the 
name of Christ,, as within the pale 
of his Church. Whenever occa* 
sion requires, let us openly and 
boldly declare we consider, and 
are by Scripture borne out in the 
consideration, that our Bleesed 
Lord founded his Church on the 
Apostles ; and that through tha 
Apostolic ministry he will continue 
it to the end of the world. That 
those, who joining themselves to 
schismatic societies forsakeihe Apo- 
stolic ministry j forsake the Church; 
—they withdraw themselves from 
the care of the parochial priest ; — 
they are virtually absent from his 
flock;— -that although they are still 
included amongst the number of 
those who have been authorita^ 

tively 
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fiveli/ committed to our care, and 
of whom therefore we must give 
account at the awful day of judg- 
ment, yet our souls will Kave been 
delivered with respect to them — 
we would have " watched for their 
souls," but they would not " sub- 
mit" the.ri3slyes to " our spiritual 
rule ;" — that they have transferred 
the responsibility from us, and up-, 
on themselves will fall the effect of 
whatever spiritual sins, and errors, 
they have committed; — and that 
we cannot but dread they will be 
called upon, to answer before the 
tribunal of their Redeemer, for 
having divided and distracted His 
.Church which it was His positive 
command^ and most earnest prat/-- 
cr, should be one united body* 

H 5 CON- 
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CONCLUSION. 



The plan I proposed when I 
began this little tract is now com- 
pleted. I have thrown together a 
few hints upon the different func- 
tions of the parochial clergy. 

It was far from my intention to 
enter into controversial points, re-^ 
spectingthe origin and appointment 
of the Christian ministry, or to 
fai^e opportunities of discussing 
disputed doctrines. My sole ob- 
ject was to collect into a small 

manual, 



manual,, fifHi tbeus<? of the yoynger 
der^ of the Church of Englaod,. 
some pi:act,ical, observations upon, 
the duties of a parish p3;iest, whichj 
the reading and experience of 
many years, passed in that sitqa* 
tiouy had suggested to a, mind*^ 
deeply impressed with the impor- 
tance of the mii;ii;st^rial office. 

Upon 9t r(?view of what I have 
written, I entertain, a hope that \ 
have not deviated from the plan 
laid down. The reader will be at 
no loss to discover my sentiments 
upon the constitution of the Chris- 
tian Church, and he will perceive 
I have not forborn to intimate my 
opinion upon several points oi^ 
^octrinei qn which t^e ministers 

h6 and 
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and members of the Church are 
not perfectly agreed. But I have 
touched upon these matters, I 
trust, in so uncontroversial^ and so 
unoffending a manner, that none 
of my brethren, between whom and 
myself there may be some shades 
of difference, will on that account 
be prevented profiting from the 
hints I have given them, relating 
to the practical part of their pas- 
toral duties. 

Respecting the execution of the 
plan, I am aware if the book is 
read, there must be various opi- 
nions. Some readers may think I 
have laid burdens upon the clergy, 
too heavy for them to bear : others 
will say I have placed the standard 

of 



157 

of pastoral duty too low : observa- 
tions will likewise be made on the 
style and language of the work. 

I do not mean to hold at arm's 
length the literary critic, — or to 
despise the opinions of any of my 
brethren who may not agree with 
me. 

Whenever a writer sends his. la- 
bours into the world, the public 
has a right to expect, that no rea- 
sonable exertion on his part shall 
be wanting, to render the compo« 
sition fit for its inspection ; no ex- 
cuse can be admitted for errors^ 
which a little time and attention 
would have prevented. From the 
nature of the work, the reader will 
not in my book seek for any thing 
but information* The attention 

. therefore 



Cberefbre I haire paiidi to the sfyle 
and language, has been to give toyt 
opinions and advice in the plainest 
manner, and in the fewest words 
Nothing v«ry uncouth, I trust, wilt 
be found in the style; and wbihl) 
the sheets were going through the 
press, I have endeavoured to take 
out any spots and blemishes which 
might offend the correct eye oi 
the literary critic. 

To my brethren who may think 
I have not laid my rule on the ex- 
act line of pastoral duty, some con^* 
sidering I have deviated on one 
side, and some on the other side of 
the narrow track, to 3uch I deem 
it incumbent upon me to say a few 
words before 1 conclude. 
To those who consider I have 

given 
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given* too much latitude to th« 
Christian minister io his intercourse 
with the worldj I beg to repeal^ 
that the human mind will not sus*^ 
tain (continued exertion ; some re^ 
laxation from official labour ie re^ 
quisite, and this may aiid should be 
sought in society. To those who 
would deprive the. clergy of all in-< 
tercourse with the world, I beg to 
observe, that Christianity is by no 
means morose and ascetic, that 
the Gospel considers man as a 
social being, not abstracted and 
solitary; that it teaches us to us€ 
the world and not to abuse it ; to 
resist and overcome temptation, 
not to fly from the trials with 
which the Almighty sees fit to 
prove us in this life^ to fu^epare 

us 
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us for the life to come. Social 
pleasures therefore, innocent and 
professional, such intermix^ture 
with the laity, I mean^ as will not 
interfere with professional duties, 
nor degrade the clerical character, 
and these alone have I recom- 
mended or allowed to the clergy, 
such I repeat are, in my opinion, 
both lawful and expedient. 

Others there may be of my 
brethren, especially of those for 
whose use these hints are chiefly in- 
tended — the younger clergy — who 
will think I have infringed upon 
their Christian liberty, imposing 
duties which the Church does not 
require from her ministers, and 
tlius depriving them of pleas.ures, 
which in the world are deemed al- 
lowable. 



\ 
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lowablc. The objections I appre- 
hend will not be so much against the 
public, as against the private exer- 
tions I deem requisite from the pa- 
rish priest. Many willadmitthe truth 
o( my observations upon the per- 
formance of the public services of 
the Church, that the greatest care 
should be taken to read the Li« 
turgy and offices with propriety, 
and that the doctrines and duties 
of Christianity should be en^ 
forced from the pulpit with the 
greatest earnestness ; but in re- 
quiring that constant parochial at- 
tendance, upon which I lay so much 
stress, I shall, I fear, by numbers of 
my brethren be thought fancifully 
to have stretched beyond all eccle- 
siastical rule, and filled up thattime 

with 
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Others of their great aceount,. 
should ever bear in recQllection, 
that we shall one day stand before 
a tribunal) where the stnctest mere-* 
ly formal compliance with canons- 
and constitutions^ will avail no^ 
more, than did in old time the 
Pharisaical tithing o£ anise and 
cummin; there are mo{« import 
tanty though unprescribed duties, 
which must turn the balance that 
will weigh the Christian priest ; 
notleaving the other undone, these 
ought to be, and must be done, 
if we hope for a favourable sen- 
tence at the last day. We must 
give our time, we must give our 
minds, to the sacred duties we 
have undertaken. We have dedi- 
cated ourselves to the service 

of 
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^f the Church, and surely we 
who have engaged in this spiritual 
profession, are not called upon 
for less exertion than are those, 
who have entered into professions 
of a temporal nature. These how* 
ever we shall often find wiser in 
their generation than ourselves, 
and they may afford us a useful 
example. 

When the fleeting and perish- 
able possessions of this world shew 
^symptoms of taking wing, when 
fame and fortune are in danger, 
and legal aid is called in, how ac- 
tive is the lawyer ; how alive to 
the interest of his dient ; bis whole 
mind is engaged to counteract the 
^pen attacks, or the insidious arts 
«f the opponent, that he may do 

bis 
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apiritual guide, and medical ad« 
viser are summoned in their re- 
spective departments to the bed 
of sickness, let the conduct of the 
physician be an example to the 
parochial minister. The whole 
mind of him who is to take care of 
the body, is called forth to save 

. and heal the perishable substance ; 
he is ever at the service of those 

.. who require his assistance ^ no un» 

.professional business draws him 
aside, no pleasures intice l>im from 

,.his professional duties ; he chear* 
fully allows the hours of his re* 

. iireshment and rest to be broken in 
^pon ; the almost hopeless case 

. does not slacken bis exertion, nor 
^oes the danger of contagion af- 

. /right him from the infectious 

chamben 
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chamber. A less degree of atten- 
jtioii surely ought not to be paid to 
the sold, than is paid to the body ; 
nor is the spiritual less subject to 
disease than the corporeal frame 
of man ; it is frequently, to speak 
in the figurative language of Scrip* 
ture, full of wounds, and bruises, 
and putrifying sores ; and requires 
the aid of the spiritual physician. 
The health of the soul, like that of 
the body, is likewise often under- 
mined before the patient is aware; 
the contagion of bad example, or 
the propensities of human nature^ 
frequently make inroads upon the 
unguarded heart before they are 
observed ; and the cure becomes 
difficult and doubtful In these 
cases let us who have the charge 

I of 
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of the immortal spirit, look to bim 
who has the care of that part, 
^hich must one day return to the 
4ust as it was; and let us be 
equally active and assiduous in our 
attendance. Let us probe the 
wounds of our patient to the bot- 
tom, let us find out the sins which 
easily beset him, awaken him to a 
sense of his danger, and the cer- 
tain restoration to ease <and health 
if he follows our prescription. 
And here we have the advantage 
over the attendant upon the body ; 
we can give that assurance of 
health, if our regimen is pursued, 
wUch he cannot Let the head 
be -ever so sick, and the heart ever 
so faint, if thewi etched sufferer will 
follow our directions, if he will re- 
pent 
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pent and forsake his sins, and turn' 
to God in sincerity and truth, im- 
powered by Him who cannot de- 
ceive, we may promise that his 
spiritual wounds shall be healed ; 
and he shall find rest to his soul. 

Intrusted as we are with the 
eternal interests of our brethren, 
let us not be, in zeal and industry, 
behind those who undertake ttie^ 
care of their temporal concerns. 
Not only the time of the physi- 
cian and the lawyer is einployed^ 
but their thoughts are engaged in 
their profession ; and unless the 
Christian minister in like manner 
fixes his mind upon the high and 
important office he has taken upon 
him, he cannot properly perform 
its duties. If his heart is given up 

I S to 
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to the world, if temporal concerns, 
of any description, chiefly occupy 
his thoughts, and his clerical la- 
bours become mere bodily ser- 
vice, although the common de- 
mand of official duty may be dis- 
charged; and even an increased 
attention occasionally paid, yet 
there will be a failure in those 
things, which distinguish the '' true 
shepherd" from the " hireling/* 
When the thoughts are occupied 
by worldly, instead of professional 
pursuits, the main spring to every 
thing that is useful and praise- 
worthy in the clerical character is 
wanting. If the parish priest 
would obey the command of his 
blessed Master, given to him in 
the form of a request to St. Peter, 

"to 
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'*to feed His sheep/* his heart 
must be in his parish ; that must 
not only be the sphere of his ex- 
ertions, but the chief source of his 
pleasure and his pain. He must, 
enter with zeal into every thing that 
concerns his flock ; he will, it is 
true, in such case, feel with keen- 
ness professional disappointment^ 
but he will experience professional 
comfort, far beyond any other sa* 
tisfaction this world can afford: 

Ever then, my young reader; 
bear in recollection; that if you* 
would meet your Lord with joy 
and not with sorrow, when the 
dread summons arrives to give an 
account of your stewardship, yoU' 
must devote yourself to your pro- 
fession* If you would do the work.. 

I 3 of 
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of aa Evangdist, yoa must wean 
your mind from the world ; I say 
not, withdraw yourself. I must 
once again repeat, in the world 
you have duties to perform, in the 
world you may seek relaxation 
from labour; but professional em^ 
ploy ment must occupy the thoughts^ 
and fill up the hours of business ; 
neither worldly interest, nor plea- 
sure, nor too great an attachment 
to unprofessional studies, must be 
allowed to engross the mind in 
such a manner, that pastoral duty 
becomes nearly confined to forms 
and ceremonies. 

Consider, let me intreat you, the 
importance of the office you have 
undertaken^ and the solemn en* 
gagements inito which you have 

entered; 
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entered. Your office is that of a 
minister, a servant of Christ, set 
to watch for the salvation of souls ; 
an ambassador^ sent by your Di- 
vine Master, to urge, in his stead, 
the cause of God and Religion 
against Sin and Satan ; and before 
the holy altar you have devoted 
yourself to the discharge of this 
momentous trust* Reflect daily 
upon the earnest exhortation you 
there received, the awful warning 
then given to you, and the solemn 
promises you made in the presence 
of God. And that you may never 
forget them, let me recommend 
to you the advice of Archbishop 
Hort, " to read over the offices of 
Ordination, once at least in every 
year.* There can be no better 

memo- 
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oaemorarKlutn of the aiinisterial en^ 
gagements^ than the interrogatories* 
in these sacred rites; and no words 
can, I think, more strongly impress 
upon the mind, the weight and 
importance of the priestly office, 
thaa those contained in the adrno* 
nitioa of the Bishop, to a candi* 
date for the priesthood. 

If these fail to awaken you to a 
jjast sense of the awful, responsibi'^ 
lity of the situation«in which, you. 
stand ; no language I can use. 
will prove effectual. I shall con?- 
elude therefore, in the words of 
the reverend father ia God who> 
sent you forth to preach, the Gos^ 
pel, with ** exhorting you in the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
that you have in remembrance, into 

how 
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bow high a dignity, and how 
weighty an office and charge you 
are called : that is to. say, to be a 
messenger, and watchman, and 
steward of the Lord ; to teach and 
to premonish, to feed and provide 
for the Lord's family ; to seek for 
Christ's sheep that are dispersed 
abroad, and for bis children which 
are in the midst of this naughty 
world, that they may be saved 
through Christ for ever." 

Have always therefore printed 
in your remembrance, how great a 
treasure is committed to your 
charge. For they are the sheep of 
Christ, which he bought with his 
death, and for whom he shed his 
blood. The Church and congre- 
gation whom you must serve, is 

his 
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bis spouse, and his body. And if 
it shall happen the same Church, 
or any member thereof, do take 
any hurt or hindrance, by reasoa 
of your negKgence, you know the 
greatness af the fault, and also 
the horrible punishment that will' 
ensue. Wherefore consider with 
yourself the end of the ministry 
toward the children of God ; to* 
ward the spouse and body of 
Christ, and see that you never 
cease your labour, your care, and 
diligence, until you have done all 
that lieth in you, according to 
your bounden duty, to bring all 
such as are or shall be committed 
to your charge, unto that agreement 
in the faith and knowledge of God^ 
and to that ripeness aad perfect- 

ness 
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ness of age in Christ, that there be 
no place left either for error in re- 
ligion^ or for viciousness in life,*^ 



FIVU. 
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